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(1) Whereas the average housewife in prewar Japan spent no less than ten hours a day on
homemaking, by the early 1970s the typical working wife with children spent only 3.7 hours
a day at it – which was actually half an hour a day less than similarly situated American
woman. And even stay-at home mothers in Japan put in only a bit over six hours a day. That,
as it happens, is almost exactly the same amount of time that they devote each day to social
and recreational activities and only two hours a day more than the typical Japanese adult
devotes to watching television.
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(2) Americans who cling to our national heritage of rugged individualism like to argue that
group-oriented societies stifle competitiveness. But however plausible that proposition, the
Japanese educational system must be considered the exception which proves the rule. For
despite the social molding process to which they are subjected, the academic competition
among Japanese elementary- and secondary-school students is almost savage in its intensity
– so much so that it makes the battle for grades that is waged in even the most competitive

of U.S. schools look like a game of patty-cake ����
���
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