
RITSU, [RYŪ], ta(tsu) – stand (up)

ta(teru) – set up, raise

国立 kokuritsu national, state-
supported

40

自立　 jiritsu independent, self-
supporting

62

中立 chūritsu neutral, neutrality 28

目立つ medatsu be conspicuous, stick
out

55



立ち上がる　 tachiagaru stand up 32

I, kurai – rank, position

地位 chii position, rank 118

学位 gakui academic degree 109

上位 jōi higher rank 32

本位 hon'i monetary standard; basis,
25



principle

位取り　 kuraidori position
(before/after decimal point)

65

HŌ, HA', HO' – law

国法 kokuhō laws of the country 40

立法 rippō enactment of legislation 121

法案 hōan bill, legislative proposal 106



文法 bunpō grammar 111

方法 hōhō method 70

WA, [O] – peace, harmony; (short for) Japanese

yawa(rageru/ragu), nago(mu) – soften,

calm down nago(yaka) – mild, gentle, congenial

和文 wabun Japanese script 111



和風 wafū Japanese style 29

不和 fuwa disharmony, discord, enmity 94

大和 Yamato (old) Japan 26

SHI, watakushi, watashi – I; private

私事 shiji personal affairs 80

私物 shibutsu private property 79



私用 shiyō private use 107

私立 shiritsu private, privately
supported

121

私自身 watakushi jishin personally,
as for me

62, 59

KŌ, ōyake – public, official

公安 kōan public peace/security 105



公法 kōhō public law 123

公立 kōritsu public 121

公海 kōkai international waters 117

公言 kōgen public declaration, avowal 66

RIN, hayashi – woods, forest

山林　 sanrin mountains and forests;
34



mountain forest

（山）林学 (san)ringaku forestry 34, 109

林立　 rinritsu stand close together in
large numbers

121

林 Hayashi (surname)  
小林　 Kobayashi (surname) 27

SHIN, mori – woods, forest



森林　 shinrin woods, forest 127

大森　 Ōmori (area of Tōkyō) 26

森 Mori (surname)  

CHIKU, take – bamboo

竹林　 chikurin, takebayashi bamboo
grove/thicket

127



竹刀　 shinai bamboo sword (for
kendō )

37

竹の子　 takenoko bamboo shoots 103

竹のつえ take no tsue bamboo cane  
竹やぶ takeyabu bamboo thicket  

HITSU, fude – writing brush



万年筆 mannenhitsu fountain pen 16, 45

自筆　 jihitsu one's own handwriting;
autograph

62

筆名　 hitsumei pen name, pseudonym 82

文筆　 bunpitsu literary work, writing 111

筆先　 fudesaki tip of the writing
brush

50



SHO, ka(ku) – write

書物　 shomotsu book 79

文書　 bunsho, monjo (in) writing,
document

111

書名　 shomei book title 82

前書き maegaki foreword, preface 47

書き取り　 kakitori dictation 65



I – will, heart, mind, thought; meaning, sense

意見　 iken opinion 63

用意　 yōi preparations, readiness 107

好意　 kōi goodwill, good wishes,
kindness

104

意外　 igai unexpected, surprising 83

不意　 fui sudden, unexpected 94



SHA, kuruma – vehicle; wheel

電車　 densha electric train 108

人力車 jinrikisha rickshaw 1, 100

発車　 hassha departure 96

下車　 gesha get off (a train) 31

水車　 suisha waterwheel 21



KI, KE – spirit, soul, mood

人気 ninki popularity 1

気分 kibun feeling, mood 38

本気 honki seriousness, (in) earnest 25

気体 kitai a gas 61

電気 denki electricity 108



KI – steam

汽車 kisha train 133

GEN – original, fundamental hara – plain, field,
wilderness

原点 genten starting point 169

106



原案 gen'an the original plan/proposal

原文 genbun the text, the original 111

原子 genshi atom 103

原子力　 genshiryoku atomic energy,
nuclear power

103, 100

GEN – origin; (Chinese monetary unit) GAN –
origin moto – origin; (as prefix) former, ex-



元日 ganjitsu New Year's Day 5

元金 gankin principal (vs. interest),
principal amount

23

元気 genki healthy, peppy 134

地元 jimoto local 118

KŌ, hikari – light hika(ru) – shine



日光 nikkō sunlight, sunshine 5

月光　 gekkō moonlight 17

光年 kōnen light-year 45

発光 hakkō luminosity, emit light 96

電光 denkō electric light; lightning 108

KŌ, KU – artisan, manufacturing, construction



工事 kōji construction 80

大工 daiku carpenter 26

女工 jokō woman factory-worker 102

工学 kōgaku engineering 109

人工 jinkō man-made, artificial 1

KŪ, sora – sky; empty a(keru/ku) – make/be

unoccupied kara – empty




