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Congratulatory Message by the Director of Japan Information Centre,
Consulate-General of Japan in Toronto

I assumed my position in Toronto in the fall of 2008, but this is the first time I have
had the pleasure of acting as a judge for this contest. Because the Great East Japan
Earthquake had occurred just the previous day (March 11, 2011), this year’s contest
was held under particularly difficult circumstances. The earthquake and subsequent
tsunami caused tremendous damage, but the Government and the people of Japan
are working together to overcome this immense challenge. | would like to take this
opportunity to thank the countless individuals and nations who immediately
extended their support and kind encouragement.

On the day of the contest, | was deeply impressed by the contestants’ efforts to express themselves
assertively and clearly. Each of the 36 speeches had its own character and personality, and in addition to the
accuracy and the fluency of the Japanese, | found the ways in which contestants perfectly captured the
thoughts and feeling of the language very interesting. All of the speeches were wonderful, as you might have
guessed from how the judges kept everyone waiting for a very long time while we determined the award
winners.

On the occasion of the publication of this collection of speeches, | would like to express my sincere
appreciation to everyone who entered, the sponsors who provided the prizes and scholarships and the members
of the organizing committee for their tireless efforts. On behalf of the Consulate-General of Japan in Toronto,
I would like to express our hope that future contests will continue to develop on this year’s success and will
feature equally fine speeches.

Masaya Otsuka
Director, Japan Information Centre
Consulate-General of Japan in Toronto
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Judges, Organizing Committee, and Assistants

Judges

Chief Judge: Dr. James Tiessen, Director, MBA, Associate Professor, Ryerson University

Ms. Junko Mifune, Social Worker, Vice President, J-Comm, Japanese Canadian Cultural Centre
Mr. Nobuhiro Nishimura, Senior Vice President & Treasurer, Mitsui & Co. (Canada) Ltd.
Mr. Masaya Otsuka, Director, Japan Information Centre, Consulate-General of Japan in Toronto
Mr. Masayuki Suzuki, Director, The Japan Foundation, Toronto

(Alphabetical order)

Committee Members

Chair: Ikuko Komuro-Lee (University of Toronto)

Jotaro Arimori (University of Toronto)
Misa Fukukawa (School of Continuing Studies, University of Toronto)
Kumiko Inutsuka (York University)
Akiko Maruoka (University of Waterloo)
Rie Shirakawa (Huron University College)
Noriko Yabuki-Soh (York University)

(Alphabetical order)

Committee Supporters

Masaya Otsuka (Consulate-General of Japan in Toronto)
Keiko Tanaka (Consulate-General of Japan in Toronto)
Kinji Yamada (The Japan Foundation, Toronto)

(Alphabetical order)

Assistants

Dorian Bates (York University)

Yoo Kyung Jung (University of Toronto) — MC
Kumiko Kunizane (University of Waterloo)
William Mui (Individual)

Fumie Shimoda (University of Waterloo)
Yasuyo Tomita (University of Toronto)

Hiromi Howe (Toronto Japanese Language School)
Peter Lee (Individual)

Ivan Pinsan (Individual)

Miwa Takeuchi (University of Toronto)
Anthony Tran (York University) — MC

(Alphabetical order)



Supporters and Sponsors

Supported by:
Consulate-General of Japan in Toronto
The Japan Foundation

Sponsored by:
Asian Institute at the Munk School of Global Affairs, University of Toronto

Association of Japanese Canadian Businesses and Professionals (Shinki-kai)
Canada Planners International Services, Inc.

Canon Canada Inc.
Glico Canada Corporation

Honda Canada Inc.

IACE Travel Canada Inc.
Ichiriki Japanese Restaurant
James Moto Enterprises Inc.
Japan Communications Inc.

Japan National Tourist Organization (JNTO)
JTB International (Canada) Ltd.
NGK Spark Plugs Canada Ltd.
Nihongo Circle
Noritake Canada Ltd.
Shiseido (Canada) Inc.
ShowFlex International
Soba Canada Inc.
Subaru Canada, Inc.
Toyota Canada Inc.
Toyota Tsusho Canada, Inc.
Yamaha Canada Music Ltd.
Yusen Air & Sea Services (Canada) Inc.

(Alphabetical order)
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Saturday, March 12, 2011 1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Medical Science Building 2158, University of Toronto

* PROGRAMME *

MCs: Anthony Tran & Yoo Kyung Jung

Opening Remarks

Ikuko Komuro-Lee, Chair, The Organizing Committee

Greetings

Mr. Masaya Otsuka, Director, Japan Information Centre,
Consulate-General of Japan in Toronto

Introduction of Judges

Speeches

Beginners Category (13 speeches)

Explanation of Criteria and
Procedures for Evaluation

Dr. James Tiessen, Chief Judge

Speeches

Intermediate Category (13 speeches)

Introduction of Sponsors

Intermission

Refreshments will be served

Speeches

Advanced Category (7 speeches)

Speeches

Open Category (3 speeches)

Introduction of
Japanese Culture

Kyudo (=i#) by Seikyu Kai from the JCCC
Ninpo (#1i£) by Toronto Ninpo Taijutsu

Results and Awards

Dr. James Tiessen, Chief Judge

Closing Remarks

Ikuko Komuro-Lee, Chair, The Organizing Committee

(Alphabetical order)

Chief Judge: Dr. James Tiessen, Director, MBA, Associate Professor, Ryerson University

Judges: Ms. Junko Mifune, Social Worker, Vice President, J-Comm, Japanese Canadian Cultural Centre
Mr. Nobuhiro Nishimura, Senior Vice President & Treasurer, Mitsui & Co. (Canada) Ltd.
Mr. Masaya Otsuka, Director, Japan Information Centre, Consulate-General of Japan in Toronto
Mr. Masayuki Suzuki, Director, The Japan Foundation, Toronto

Supported by:  Consulate-General of Japan in Toronto

The Japan Foundation

Sponsored by:

Asian Institute at the Munk School of Global
Affairs, University of Toronto

Association of Japanese Canadian Businesses
and Professionals (Shinki-kai)

Canada Planners International Services, Inc.
Canon Canada Inc.

Glico Canada Corporation

Honda Canada Inc.

IACE Travel Canada Inc.

Ichiriki Japanese Restaurant

James Moto Enterprises Inc.

Japan Communications Inc.

Japan National Tourist Organization (JNTO)

JTB International (Canada) Ltd.
NGK Spark Plugs Canada Ltd.
Nihongo Circle

Noritake Canada Ltd.

Shiseido (Canada) Inc.
ShowFlex International

Soba Canada Inc.

Subaru Canada, Inc.

Toyota Canada Inc.

Toyota Tsusho Canada, Inc.
Yamaha Canada Music Ltd.

Yusen Air & Sea Services (Canada) Inc.
(Alphabetical order)

Flower Arrangement: Ms. Hodo Mizoguchi (Toronto Ohara Chapter)

Please drop by the Japanese Book Fair in the lobby held by the Nihongo Circle. Cheque or cash accepted only.



Beginners Category  #J#k

Title

Name

1 LT HETOEAT. BHAR
Japan, the Place Where | Go to Escape

JVXRT « THEI
Lucia Bucataru

RAAETEDOHEL S
Difficulty of University Life

TV I AFxr s
Alex Chang

HOoDNAEZAZTTIEEW
Live a Life of Your Own

Ny Fadg
Helen Choi

4 T, AYTT L
It’s True!

OA T 47
Ross Dickson

HARD/NFERHZ TN &

TAT A o= T

S What Japanese Elementary Students Taught Me Katie Heung

6 FlhnTEEn TV s Vg
Do Not Wait Arum S. Y. Jeong

7 HAGEDE V=) D
The Meaning of Japanese Sol Jin

g | DUMBLD HA R—=Y s T Ty
Thank You, Japan Hoson Kablawi

g | BERIEA TINT AT
The MUJI Lifestyle Kelvin Luk

10 DT T RE—DEHD Y—FF =V
My Kente Pattern Kimono Yaa Otchere

17 | XfE= Trcd e =—/L -« hby
What Exactly Is Culture? Neil Trehin

1o | RO AANDGTBICH S 5 14 Fp Ay e

My Impressions of Japanese Behaviour

Nam-Hyung (Katherine) Yoon

13| FEDOIESHRAOMH, A

The Connection between the World and People Starting from the Crested Ibis

YxAFzr o P
Xiaochen Zhang




Intermediate Category %

Title

Name

BNFA L AARGE

PP e X=X

. Black Students and Japanese Language Samantha Barnes

p | =P RO FH VA
Second Voice Naomi Cui

g | BEIET =2 VSIEH J—F 4 va
Manga and Anime Versus Law Li-Ting Hsu

4 | TVA HEREDL TV TRV
Asim Goes to Japan Asim Hussain

5 EVERWERZH I LT JVAR L s TET
Aiming for a Better World Rustam Kasimov

6 2X RO FH | SRS SV
Yuuki’s and My Canada Bi Kim

7 | BAU B AR EIE AZAZEN NN
My Way of Studying Japanese Jihoon Lim

g | T¥AEL—vay YA AT
Inspiration Simon Ng

9 RN or 74312 NI L
Friend or Competitor? Boram Shin

10 PNV T —VIRE AT & SATN T4 T T TR
How Parkour Taught Me Japanese Michael Villavarayan

11 HAGEOMAF 2 & 25 AR—z— e Uy A
Uniqueness of Japanese Language Boyu Xiao

1 | FHEILE e
Happiness Is the Way Shiyun Zhang

13| Tb7EERs & TLizw VT - Vay
“Have to” & “Want to” Cecilia Zhao




Advanced Category b

Title Name
1 FLORHME « FHRI A VY7 -7
My Saviour: Music Lillian Jia
o | BTLWIEHRD b Lo REERT T VT A= I
Herbivorous Men: A Trend of the New Generation Wendy Kang
3 | THEEA NSRRI VA
Sumimasen Sejin Kim
4 | 2LHERED T 4 —F 2 F=T) - F A
21 Century Venus Seo Young Kim
5 L&A Tua—L A T A
Friends with the World Florence Lam
6 | D KEDIE EYy—r s I—
The Death of an Imaginary Friend Bijan Samie
7 | THEOTFH NN AV N Ay
A Letter MinHwan Suh
Open Category F—7"
Title Name

—H AR

Multiple Personalities

TT74 (FXT) ~TNHAT vk
Nadi (Nazila) Dilimulati

5 | BEOILY ) —XF— : FE]

H=x) 7 4

Secret Culture Series Episode 1: Sushi Daniel loffe
5 | BlfpAErEE feRE ~Y - sYTE
Technology Dependency Syndrome Mary Kusanagi

Organized by:

Committee Members:

The Organizing Committee for the Ontario Japanese Speech Contest

(Department of East Asian Studies, University of Toronto)

Jotaro Arimori (University of Toronto)

Misa Fukukawa (The School of Continuing Studies, University of Toronto)

Kumiko Inutsuka (York University)

Ikuko Komuro-Lee (University of Toronto)

Akiko Maruoka (University of Waterloo)

Rie Shirakawa (Huron University College)

Noriko Yabuki-Soh (York University)

(Alphabetical order)




List of the Participating Schools

The 29" Ontario Japanese Speech Contest

Brock University
McMaster University
QLS Japanese Language GYM
Tanoshii Japanese School
Toronto Japanese Language School
University of Toronto
University of Toronto, Scarborough
University of Waterloo
University of Westem Ontario
York University

(Alphabetical order)
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Award Winning Speeches

List of the Award Winners of the 29th Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
#5529 [mA 2 Y AN AAGE MRS EHE R

B Awards and Prizes

ZE & Award Winners

Page

< <Hif 142>
Bfm o fgen s (= 3 L LN N .
girlﬁdjgie Sjtvjhjaﬂzhi (#I\jlitfuji_gazaga/ligmd;s);) T VT DAY (GaRy A S ) AR 14
p( ) Cecilia Zhao (University of Western Ontario)
#)#% Beginners
BN AFH hAXKRE BHEE WFF LW | A=V AT T4 (bryERF) 15
1* Place Toyota Canada Award (Toyota Canada Inc.) Hoson Kablawi (University of Toronto)
BN AL (Yo HFA 32—V ) V)b D (bry PREA DR B ) 16
2" Place Scholarship (Yamaha Canada Music Ltd.) Sol Jin (University of Toronto, Scarborough )
2L B (DT HNK A= T 57 () TINT A v (TF—F—L—KF) 17
2" Place Scholarship (NGK Spark Plugs Canada Ltd.) Kelvin Luk (University of Waterloo )
55 3L e ‘\ ‘
(WFETTTF—=R A B —FvaFirh—tR) VxAFzr oo (Tr—F—N—K%) 18
3" Place Scholarship Xiaochen Zhang (University of Waterloo)
(Canada Planners International Services, Inc.)
Ay gl AR s A 3 o . .
o 3N BEEL O S B2 1) B2 F 4 sV (bry k)
3" Place Scholarship . Ross Dickson (University of Toronto) 19
(Yusen Air & Sea Services (Canada) Inc.)
F#k Intermediate
52N BEEe (BEELTH) J—F s e (bry bk 20
2" Place Scholarship (Shiseido (Canada) Inc.) Li-Ting Hsu (University of Toronto)
2" Place Scholarship (Subaru Canada, Inc.) Jihoon Lim ( University of Waterloo )
IR (Vr—LAE P UI—TTAR) YATN T4 TT 7T (37K 29
3" Place Scholarship (James Moto Enterprises Inc.) Michael Villavarayan (York University)
(Association of Japanese Canadian Businesses and Professionals) Boram Shin' (York University)
L#&% Advanced
Jipse L. AN a a = FLA/(TT - .
BLUL Y FHTTRR Rors SNV VY (G i)
(Ko IRFS - 4/ 3—HRL—7 5 F) MinHwan Suh (University of Waterloo) 24
1% Place Honda Canada Award (Honda Canada Inc.)
2N BEEL (Vx sy s atass—varX) Ta—L A T (3—0KF) -
2" Place Scholarship (Japan Communications Inc.) Florence Lam (York University)
A—7> Open
BIGL 2 VBT T ERE B OV 85hrs) | 754 (FXF) - FALATy b (3—7K%) 26

1% Place Noritake Canada Award (Noritake Canada Ltd.)

Nadi (Nazila) Dilimulati (York University)

12




% 71E Special Prizes

=& & Award Winners

Page

a—FTH Y/ ohtH)

<F—Fr> HF=x)bIT 4 (3—IKF)

Humour Prize (Canon Canada Inc.) <Open > Daniel loffe (York University) 27
BHE V8T hFH) <HE> T Vay (TxzREy - FrEYFRE) 28
Special Effort Prize (Noritake Canada Ltd.) < Beginners> Arum S. Y. Jeong (University of Western Ontario)
Rl B (%D T4) <HER> == Ry (U —F——KE) 29
Special Prize (Shiseido (Canada) Inc.) < Beginners > Neil Trehin (University of Waterloo)

Rl (GEsAnF4) <HE> B s F A (T RAE Y A UHYFRE) 30
Special Prize (Shiseido (Canada) Inc.) <Intermediate> Bi Kim (University of Western Ontario)

FeRE (kv v 4) <HE> Y— A F =V (37 KF) 31
Special Prize (Canon Canada Inc.) <Beginners> Yaa Otchere (York University)

el B (ZiEhF4) <HHE> T TRA Y (TF—F——KF) 32
Special Prize (Soba Canada Inc.) <Intermediate> Asim Hussain (University of Waterloo)

BB (RARLANTv—H) <Efg> BYr - F A (brr bk 33
Special Prize (Ichiriki Japanese Restaurant) <Advanced> Sejin Kim (University of Toronto)
iﬁfé{fpiifﬁﬁﬁ%) SR> VYTV VT (3= k) "
(Japan National Tourist Organization (JNTO)) <Advanced>  Lillian Jia (York University)

BRI E (1 IACE F T L) <HIE> TAT A =T (RIVRE—KF) 35

Special Prize (IACE Travel Canada Inc.)

<Beginners> Katie Heung (McMaster University)

13
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L7,
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Ao 5 ) AN ARGER AR
Ontario Japanese Speech Contest

EHEEM®E Evaluation Criteria

Hr: K% 1% Fifk F—7
Level: Beginners Intermediate Advanced Open
A 5

Evaluation Categories and Criteria:

1. AA (MAMEYH 20, EEVA, LRI HMED)

Content: how creative and interesting it is, and whether the presenter’s opinions are clearly
stated

2. B EROBBPZIRIL, £2E-oTWVDED)

Organization: whether the argument is both effectively developed and coherent

3. EE (BESELFNEEN., BEREFHATHRWD, HIFBER 28 X TRV

Presentation: whether the speech was presented in communicative and appropriate ways;
whether it was presented without a script being read out; whether the time limit was strictly
kept

4. BEF (HETWMOLTV, REERZTIT THRnD)

Pronunciation: whether the presenter’s pronunciation is easy to understand and does not
prevent the audience from comprehending the content

5. & (RECEENEGN. SHENIE LVA)

Grammar: whether the presenter is using proper expressions and accurate grammar

36



Photo Gallery



38



39



Guidelines

The 29th ONTARIO JAPANESE SPEECH CONTEST
http://buna.arts.yorku.ca/ojsc/

Date and Time:
Saturday, March 12, 2011, 1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Place:
J.J.R. MacLeod Auditorium (MS2158), University of Toronto
1 King’s College Circle, Toronto, Ontario

Hosted by:
The Organizing Committee for the Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
(Department of East Asian Studies, University of Toronto)
Supported by:
The Consulate General of Japan
The Japan Foundation

Qualifications:
All applicants must:
1) be 18 years of age or older.
2) reside in Ontario.
3) have been studying Japanese as a foreign language.
4) be recommended by a representative of an educational institution. Please refer to 11(2)
for qualifications of representatives.
Notes:
o Those who study Japanese at multiple institutions must apply from the institution where
they belong/attend the longest.
¢ In the event that there is a Japanese program in the applicant's present institution
although the applicant is not enrolled in the program, he/she must still be screened
through that institution.
¢ All contestants must submit a copy of their speech to the reception desk by the
predetermined time on March 12, 2011.
¢ All contestants must attend the closing session.

Categories:

All conditions set forth in each category must be met by the applicant. In terms of hours of
studying Japanese, it also includes hours of studying at a primary and secondary school.
There is a limit to the maximum number of participants for each category from each institution.
It will be decided and notified by the Organizing Committee based on the institution survey
which has been arranged beforehand. Please refer to the website for calculation of institution
size and the number of eligible students.

Beginners Intermediate Advanced Open
Japanese spoken
No No No No Yes
at home
Length of studying less than 130 hours or more but 350 hours No limit No limit
Japanese 130 hours less than 350 hours or more

Length of staying in Japan 1 year .

, 3 months or less | 6 months or less | Less than 1 year No limit

from the age of six or more
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10.

11.

Notes:

¢ All qualifications must be met by the applicants as of March 11, 2011.

e Past winners of the Grand Prize or the First Prize should not participate in the same
category in which the prize was won.

o Learners of Japanese who have experience in teaching Japanese either formally or
informally must apply in the Open Category.

e Those who do not currently attend an educational institution must apply either in the
Advanced or in the Open Category.

e Those who do not know which category they are eligible for please inquire
with the Organizing Committee by e-mail before they apply.

Regulations:

1) Contestants are free to choose the title and subject of their speech. Preferred
subjects are those related to Canada and Japan.

2) Speeches must be written by the contestants.

3) Those who read their speech will be heavily penalized, although they are
allowed to prepare and use cue cards.

4) Speeches must not include the name of the institution that the contestant belongs to.

Speech Length:
1) Three minutes in the Beginner category, and four minutes in all other categories.
2) Those who substantially exceed the above limits will be subjected to a penalty.

Judges:
There will be a panel of five judges composed of individuals from varying fields related to
Japan.

Certificates and Prizes:
1) Winners in each category will be awarded prizes and certificates.
2) Other contestants will receive participation awards.

Participation in the National Japanese Speech Contest:
The first prize winner in each category will be invited to attend the 2011 National Japanese
Speech Contest which will be held at the University of Calgary on Saturday, March 26, 2011.

Application

Application Forms V: (1) Application Form, (2) Referee’s Form?

Address: 0JSC2011@gmail.com (Please ensure that you receive an acknowledgement via
e-mail that we have received your application.)

Deadline: No later than 5:00 pm, Wednesday, February 16, 2011

Result announcement: Results will be notified by e-mail by Tuesday, February 22, 2011

1) If any concerns arise regarding a contestant’s qualifications, the judging committee’s
decision will be final. The Organizing Committee will consider requesting the return of
awards even after the contest if a false application is discovered or his/her performance
was regarded as being dishonest.

2) All applications’ names must be listed on the “Referee’s Form” submitted by the
representative of the applicant’s institution or the applicant’s referee. If the applicant does
not belong to an institution, the applicant’s referee must complete and submit the
“Referee’s Form”. The referee must have taught Japanese at an institution in Ontario
within the last five years.
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http://buna.arts.yorku.ca/ojsc/

HEF 201143812H(1)13:00~18:00

%  J.J.R. Macleod Auditorium (MS2158), University of Toronto

1 King’s College Circle, Toronto, Ontario

FE AUAVAMBRERBAREETEES FOUIKERTSTHER)
HmE #ArOVIBAEREEE EBEXRES

WHEERLUTDIRTOEHRER-IL)

1) 18F¥ULTHBHIE
2) ARIVAMIZHEETDHE
3) BABENEFELLTEEHDOE
4) BAZBHEBEREIODHBEZZITONSE HEBEOERICEALTIXI1)ZSR)
A - BHOBETEREEZFZELTCWSEEE. FTREBEIARVISOEKEN D HIZDOAZER
H5,
- BAREI—RZBEEBDTHEVWEEEL. BRI AR EREICARETOITSLLAHIGEET
DHEBAIZEVWTORZLRET. FIBRENIDIEHELET S,
- HIFEF. KA. BEOHBETICRMAFICRE—FRBZRELEREFFEFELHIL,
- BB FFASKXFETSMI S LERFIRET S,
H 158

FEFAEI TR TOERBER=TLDET 5. BRBEZFERREICEWTE, AF - pEFEHEHREFTO
FERELEDD. GH. MECLOFHMANDHSEERSICHSEERKIZT ERLIHY . T0H

[FFANATONIHEREICLEIERERTEESHNREL. BHEITBNT 5, HMEDRREH
BERODELRAEEFHPESREDO L,

Mk sk R A—Tv
azﬁj Ezq;;o)ﬁm sl BL sl L BY
B AR B 13085 R % éggggig SE0BSRILIE | HIBRZL HIBR7ZL
(E';ﬁiﬁﬁg 37AUT | 67AMT | 1£kHE 14 LE #IRAL

b=

- ARXESHIBERDETEF. 2011F38 1A EAZHELELT S,

- REAICET5EAEFEEEDHEIIOVTE. ZLUEN—ADBETHH>THL HYIET D,
- BERIZBT2REBFEZESR. RULSTMATOEIMAES L. A—HPA~DOHIZEROHLL,
- BEICABAREBERALBRBEATIEIL. A—ToHMIOAHSMERDD,
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10.

11.

- BEMBHEOLGVSME T LREA—TUEMICOAHHEIHT,
- HIS ARG ERFIA I TER LSS E. BLALHIITAERRITREERFTHLELE S L,

AE—FDELRUVNEE

1) BERIEEHED. NREBALH DR THhTFEBREHBYRAD ZENEFLL,
2) BTFARADNEVELEDOTHY. L. ABRLBLICKERDLDTHD,

3) Fa—N—FOFEAFRDHLIN. RREFRALEESEIBELOLVEROMERET S,
4) FABHRERERE—FDHRIZEYRAFELL,

] BR B ]
1) FHEROEIIIHE., EDHMOEFTA7HET B,
2) HIREREIZKIEICSEBLI-B S TBRADHREL S,

BEEE

ERDFHRIREESSH

ERRUVER

1) FWADAEFRICIERRVEGNRESND,
2) hDsmELEICSMENREINS,

2EXRE~DHIGHE

BHISHFADIGAEE(F2011F3 8268 (L) WILA)—KBIZTITHONEEERE~DHIEER
155

ISEHEZDI

BAZEHEY: DFARMK QitEEYTI+r—L

BRIA 55 0JSC2011@gmail.com (ZITEYERE D A—ILDNENEMN ST B FHEED L)

#Y 2 A168 (K) F1&50F (BFREELST)
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Editor’s Notes
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EXH Lo TWNETZNEBNET,

%29 EA o Z ) AN HAGERTAS
FIREE =RV AT

It was the day before this speech contest when the Tohoku Region was shaken with unbelievable brute strength.

The weather next moming was not calm just like the inside of our unstable minds. Things were far from over or
settled, and we were all speechless to see the devastation caused by the tsunami and to face the imminent and relentless threat
of the uncontrollable nuclear power plants. While part of myself was telling me that we might better cancel the contest, the
other part of myself was also telling me that there must be a reason why we should get together on this day.

People say that you would be saved by children’s smiles no matter how desperate you were. Likewise, we were
encouraged by the voices and words of the young people who love Japan and its people. Many of us forgot about the tragedy
even for one moment by laughing at funny stories. Their sincere and strong words also reminded us to keep our chins up
during the hard time. We all realized that we needed to move on together and we could because we were together. | sincerely
appreciate all the people who supported us to hold the contest and everyone who came to the contest during such a difficult
time. Thank you very much. Arigato gozaimashita.

It has been a month since that day. Yet continuing aftershocks have brought people in Tohoku sleepless nights and
more than ten thousand people are still missing. However, we believe and we can only believe that Japan will surely once
again stand up with its own feet. In the meantime, we will keep doing whatever we can do for them here in Canada.

Ikuko Komuro-Lee
Chair
The Organizing Committee for the 29" Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
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