The 34t Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
5 34 BA 2T M BAREFH/RE

A Collection of the Award Winning Speeches
AEBEERE—F &

J. J. R. MacLeod Auditorium
University of Toronto, Canada, March 5, 2016

Compiled by

2
SC
The Organizing Committee
for the Ontario Japanese Speech Contest




Contents

CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE BY THE CONSUL-GENERAL OF JAPAN IN TORONTO .....ouvvvunnresmsssssnessssssssssssssssssnesses 2
PROGRAMME .......ooessvusesssssessssssesssasessssssssssasessssssesssssssssssesssssassssssessssssssssssessssssessssssssssssessssssesssssessssssssssssessssssessssssssssssssssssnesses
SUPPORTERS AND SPONSORS

LIST OF THE PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS, COMMITTEE SUPPORTERS AND ASSISTANTS ......orevvrvurssssessssssssssesssssssssanees 8
AWARD WINNING SPEECHES.........cvuuretuessuessssessssesssassssassssassssssssssssssssssssassssasssssssssssssssassssassssssssssssssssssssassssassssssssssssssssssssanes 9
EVALUATION CRITERIA ......ooeevvsestusssssessses s ssassssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassssssesssssssssssssassssassssasessssessssssssassssansssansssanesssssssssnsssanes 25
PHOTO GALLERY ...ouvvureertsessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassssssssssessssssssssssssssssassssssessssessssssssassssansssansssasesssssssssssssasssssnsssasesssassssansssanes 26
GUIDELINES. ......oeevtueesaessssessssessssessssesssassssssssssssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssessssesssssssssnsssasassasessasessssnssssnssbansssanessasesssassssssssansssansssannses 28

EDITOR SINOTES. ... e eeeeeeseeeeseeseeseseesessesessessesessessesessessesessessesessessssessessssessessssenssasssenssssssenssssssenssssssenssasssesssesssenssssssesssasnsessens 32



Congratulatory message from the Consul-General of Japan in Toronto

| am very pleased to extend greetings to the organizers and
participants of the 34" Ontario Japanese Speech Contest.

This annual contest is an important opportunity for students at
various levels of Japanese language study to showcase the fruits of
their intense labour. Learning a language is a time-consuming task.
Not only must you learn new vocabulary and grammar, you also have
to keep constantly practising and refining your skills or risk losing
them.

It is therefore very much like learning music. But like music, language study also should be
enjoyable. I sincerely hope all of you retain this enjoyment as you continue in your studies, gain
the ability to communicate with people of another culture and thereby form new friendships as
well as career opportunities.

| would like to congratulate the contestants for their wonderful speeches. 1 also would like to
take this opportunity to thank the members of the Ontario Japanese Speech Contest Organizing
Committee, the Japan Foundation and other generous sponsors, as well as the judges and
volunteers who made this competition possible.

Sincerely,

Yasunori Nakayama
Consul-General of Japan



The 34th Annual Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
BE34E A2 UAMBEEBEARKE

Saturday, March 5, 2016 1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Medical Science Building 2158, University of Toronto

QZJSC

% PROGRAM &
MCs: Mike Oetlinger & Naomi Wada

Opening Remarks | Jotaro Arimori, Chair, The Organizing Committee

Consul-General’s Greetings | Mr. Yasunori Nakayama, Consul General of Japan in Toronto

Introduction of Judges

Speeches | Beginners Category (15 speeches)

Explanation of Criteria and

Procedures for Evaluation Dr. James Tiessen, Chief Judge

Speeches | Intermediate Category (13 speeches)

Introduction of Sponsors

Intermission Refreshments will be served

Speeches | Advanced Category (6 speeches)

Speeches | Open Category (2 speeches)

Performance by Nagata Shachu (Mr.Kiyoshi Nagata with Ms. Aki Takahashi)
Japanese Traditional Dance Performance (Ms. Michie Niiro and Students)
Musical Performance by Students

Introduction to
Japanese Culture

Door Prize | Jotaro Arimori, Chair, The Organizing Committee

Results and Awards | Dr. James Tiessen, Chief Judge

Closing Remarks | Jotaro Arimori, Chair, The Organizing Committee

Chief Judge:

Judges:

Supported by:

Dr. James Tiessen, Associate Professor, Business Management, Ryerson University

Ms. Yasuko Enosawa, Metadata Services Librarian, Legislative Assembly of Ontario
Ms. Chieko Kono, Director, The Japan Foundation, Toronto

Mr. Kazu Maruyama, Publisher, Bento Box Magazine

Mr. Jun Shimada, Vice-President, Noritake Canada Limited

Consulate-General of Japan in Toronto
The Japan Foundation

Sponsored by:

Asian Institute and the Dr. David Chu Program in
Asia Pacific Studies at the Munk School of Global
Affairs, University of Toronto

Association of Japanese Canadian Businesses and
Professionals (Shinki-kai)

Bento Box/ Bits

Canada Planners International Services, Inc.
Canon Canada Inc.

e-nikka/ Nikka Times

Glico Canada Corporation

H.1.S. CANADA Inc.

IACE Travel Canada Inc.

Ichiriki Japanese Restaurant

Flower Arrangement by Ms. Hodo Mizoguchi (Toronto Ohara Chapter)

In the lobby

- Japanese Book Fair by Nihongo Circle
- Tumugu concert ticket booth by JCCC

(Alphabetical order)

Japan Communications Inc.

Japan National Tourism Organization (JNTO)
Japanese Canadian Cultural Centre
JTB International (Canada) Ltd.
Mitsui Canada Foundation

NGK Spark Plugs Canada Ltd.
Nihongo Circle

Noritake Canada Ltd.

ShowFlex International Inc.

Soba Canada Inc.

Subaru Canada, Inc.

TORJA

Toyota Canada Inc.

Yamaha Canada Music Ltd. (Alphabetical order)



Beginners Category fJJi%

Title Name
1 HHEWARGEZIIRTZOHTH AN TV YT TITFET 4y H—
This Canadian Speaks Interesting Japanese Erik Bracciodieta
) (722 o7 ALy« Farvy
The Power of "So what?" SueAnn Cheong
3 ELLIZTFHIDOIZ TI R TaT7RTAX—
In defence of beauty Vladimir Dubrovsky
4 < TV E KoxzAfy s H—F 4 F—
So far, yet so close Dwayne Gardener
c REHARFEZMRL TWET AN SN
Why I'm studying Japanese? Eunji Kim
6 —ODZ & A 5HERE TAVE—TA
The Reason to Pursue Perfection Dijie Lei
; SEEDT) NoTF e Ty Y —
The Power of Language Rungi-Jack Li
8 R D& 9% 9 =3IV V=
Race against time Emily (Xiaofei) Liu
9 DlLOwD Vy=—r - JExT
My dream Janine Riviere
10 BB ANEED JYVARARNT 77— T VLI H o H— =T 57—
Memories Shape You Christopher Alexander Schaefer
1 kD X 5 I NAE Fa—- P
Life Is Like A Trip Chu (Christina) Sun
1 FLT=H oS JUYVARNT7— U417
Our World Christopher Vieira
13 BEED X I TrUX Ay
To Live Like A Manga Artist Fangqi Xu
1 LT, ohie NS U= Y a—
Seek then Seize Hanzhi Xu
5 TAX 2T A— k& 2K DAV R
Figure Skating and 2 Hours Zijing Xu




Intermediate Category %

Title Name
1 WO BRET A==y N U=y A
Smile Through It Enid Wuxia Bai
) RO T OWRNE N=— e T v
A stranger's kindness Benny Fang
3 b ZNDOSEFENE g F A4
Language Circumstances Between the Two of Us Yong Kim
4 HASGE & P ERE OB T JYy—+=r%—FEvh
Walking the Tightrope between Japanese and Chinese Lily McDermott
c SRR AN ) DNy e Ry
Embrace yourself Zhihan Pan
6 FXTF = T e F—
Chicken Fried Rice Jia Qi
; LI & DR S ANT 4 =Y
The Importance of Rising Again Calvin Sage
g i i &) JVAT 4 —F « AF—7
Coming Out Of My Shell Khrystyna Skira
9 BELdoTiEL! J—=F v T L
Believe it! Nolan Terrell
10 FHATHAEERIT DA UARNET= Y %
People Who Live On Samuel Wang
1 KEZ-Z TV e A
Virtual Friendship Jiaying Kerin Yao
1 BEITWD 90 TUY e Fr
Would you like chopsticks? Alisa Zhang
13 R A v Va—
Sakakuchi Ango and Me Matthew (He) Zhang




Advanced Category %

Title Name
ME) R ERLS THWDN? A F A
Should We Always Follow the Tide? Ruiging Cai
TABBKLLS R 2 HEADOKR R LB fLAY— - F=z
Another Child? The Dilemma and Reality of Chinese People |Rong (Tracy) Chen
FHOEHDO LS %2 BN T DAUAV LI/
Don't forget your childhood dream Zishan Hui
FL & RERFME R—Jb o U —
Me and Maternal Family Paul Lee
PRI~ DR H— v bR
A conversion towards peace Gurjit Manhas
POoHED 7 v — N —% FLol} iz VATV R
Finding a Four-Leaf Clover Jayden Yang
Open Category A —7"»
Title Name
1 AARDZ, MEHY 7 FYTT e NIV
Japanese Women, We Have a Problem Tricia Hamilton
) ATETENC HARNRDOTL X 9 H VXAT 4V A E IR
Could I consider myself part-Japanese? Kerstin Okubo
Organized by:

The Organizing Committee for the Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
(Department of East Asia Studies, University of Toronto)

Committee Members (Alphabetical order):
Jotaro Arimori (University of Toronto)
Kumiko Inutsuka (York University)
Ikuko Komuro-Lee (University of Toronto)
Akiko Maruoka
(Renison University College, University of Waterloo; The School of Continuing Studies, University of Toronto)
Tomoko Matsumoto (Toronto Japanese Language School; Japanese Canadian Cultural Centre)
Kozumi Miya-Woolford (Toronto Japanese Language School)
Rie Shirakawa (Huron University College; University of Western Ontario)
Noriko Yabuki-Soh (York University)



Supporters and Sponsors

Supported by:
Consulate-General of Japan in Toronto
The Japan Foundation

Sponsored by:
Asian Institute at the Munk School of Global Affairs & Dr. David Chu Program
in Asian Pacific Studies, University of Toronto

Association of Japanese Canadian Businesses and Professionals (Shinki-kai)
Bento Box Communications Inc.
Bits Box Inc.
Canada Planners International Services, Inc.
Canon Canada Inc.

e-nikka/Nikka Times
Glico Canada Corporation
H.1.S. Canada Inc.

IACE Travel Canada Inc.
Ichiriki Japanese Restaurant
Japan Communications Inc.
Japan National Tourism Organization (JNTO)
Japanese Canadian Cultural Centre
JTB International (Canada) Ltd.
Mitsui Canada Foundation
NGK Spark Plugs Canada Ltd.
Nihongo Circle
Noritake Canada Ltd.
ShowFlex International
Soba Canada Inc.
Subaru Canada, Inc.
Toyota Canada Inc.
TORJA Inc.
Yamaha Canada Music Ltd.
(Alphabetical order)



List of the Participating Schools

Huron University College

McMaster University

Renison University College, University of Waterloo

Toronto Japanese Language School

University of Toronto Scarborough

University of Toronto School of Continuing Studies

University of Toronto St. George

University of Western Ontario

York University

(Alphabetical order)

Committee Supporter & Assistants

Committee Supporter

Noriko Saito (The Japan Foundation, Toronto)

Assistants

Eri Burns (University of Waterloo)

Kevin Fernando (York University)

Mitsume Fukui (University of Western Ontario)
Bobby Kim (York Univeresity)

Kumiko Kunizane (University of Waterloo)
Nicole Lee (University of Toronto)

Peter Lee (individual)

Akiko Mitsui (York University)

Mike Oetlinger (York U alumnus) — MC

Fumie Shimoda (University of Waterloo)

Eri Takahashi (U of Toronto Scarborough)

Yasuyo Tomita (U of Toronto Scarborough)

Naomi Wada (University of Toronto) — MC

Haoran Wan (University of Toronto)

Yukiko Yoshizumi (University of Ottawa)
(Alphabetical order)



List of the Award Winners of the 34th Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
FMEAFIAMBREFRAE REE—E

AE

‘B Awards and Prizes ZE# Award Winners Page
BT H B N TF e Vx v s U — <Yk 10>
Grand Prize Scholarship Rungi-Jack Li <1st Place of the Beginners Category> 11
(Mitsui Canada Foundation) Renison University College, University of Waterloo
%% Beginners
5 2 fr B4 Trr¥ e vay
2" Place Scholarship Fangqi Xu 12
(‘YYamaha Canada Music Ltd.) University of Toronto, Scaraborough
AR E VAR 2=y F D r— 54
3" Place Scholarship Dijie Lei 13
(Canada Planners International Services, Inc.) Univeristy of Toronto St. George
Hh#% Intermediate
B AL ANV A RE SRR JY— v X—Fv b
1st Place Subaru Canada Award Lily McDermott 14
(Subaru Canada Inc.) York University
5 2 (7 B < va— P
2nd Place Scholarship Matthew (He) Zhang 15
(Japan Communications Inc.) York University
5 3 BEFA S A
3rd Place Scholarship Yong Kim 16
(Association of Japanese Canadian Businesses and Professionals) [York University
%% Advanced
WAL B H b ayKE e A= e J—
1st Place Toyota Canada Award Paul Lee 17
(Toyota Canada Inc.) York University
52 AL B4 AT T
2nd Place Scholarship Jayden Yang 18
(NGK Spark Plugs Canada Ltd.) Huron University College
A —7"> Open
BN 2V H I ERE XAT 4V A A TR
1st Place Noritake Canada Award Kerstin Okubo 19

(Noritake Canada Ltd.)

Toronto Japanese Language School
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List of the Award Winners of the 34th Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
ERRAS BEE-H

R E
%5 E, Special Prizes Category ZE#E Award Winners Page

a—FTH < B> oA — - Fxzr
Humour Prize <Advanced> Rong (Tracy) Chen 20
(Canon Canada Inc.) York University

e . JVARTp— e T LI H—
551K <> %;TL 4 Kiked =
Special Effort Prize <Beginners> Christopher Alexander Schaefer 21
(Noritake Canada Ltd.) University of Toronto St. George
R E < it > TVY - Fyrr
Special Prize <Intermediate> Alisa Zhang 22
(Soba Canada Inc.) University of Waterloo Renison University

College

Feill & <Ktk > TG ReFaTa T A%—
Special Prize <Beginners> Vladimir Dubrovsky 23
(IACE Travel Canada Inc.) University of Toronto St. George
FERIE <Kk > PR
Special Prize <Beginners> Zijing Xu 24

(Ichiriki Japanese Restaurant)

University of Western Ontario
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Ao 5 ) AN ARGER AR
Ontario Japanese Speech Contest

BEEYE Evaluation Criteria

Hr: K% 1% Fifk F—T
Level: Beginners Intermediate Advanced Open
A 5

Evaluation Categories and Criteria:

1. AA (MAMEYH 20, EEVA, LRI HMED)

Content: how creative and interesting it is, and whether the presenter’s opinions are clearly
stated

2. B EROBBPZIRIL, £2E-oTWVDED)

Organization: whether the argument is both effectively developed and coherent

3. EE (BESELFNEEN., BEREFHATHRWD, HIFBER 28 X TRV

Presentation: whether the speech was presented in communicative and appropriate ways;
whether it was presented without a script being read out; whether the time limit was strictly
kept

4. BEF (HETWMOLTV, REERZTIT THRnD)

Pronunciation: whether the presenter’s pronunciation is easy to understand and does not
prevent the audience from comprehending the content

5. XiE (RECEENEG N, SHENIE LVA)

Grammar: whether the presenter is using proper expressions and accurate grammar
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O sSC The34th ONTARIO JAPANESE SPEECH CONTEST

http://buna.arts.yorku.ca/ojsc/

Date and Time:
Saturday, March 5, 2016, 1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Place:
J.J.R. MacLeod Auditorium (MS2158), University of Toronto
1 King’s College Circle, Toronto, Ontario

Hosted by:
The Organizing Committee for the Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
(Department of East Asian Studies, University of Toronto)
Supported by:
The Consulate General of Japan
The Japan Foundation

Qualifications:
All applicants must:
1) be 18 years of age or older.
2) reside in Ontario.
3) have been studying Japanese as a foreign language.
4) be recommended by a representative of an educational institution. Please refer to 11(2) for
qualifications of representatives.
Notes:
e Those who study Japanese at multiple institutions must apply from the institution where they
belong/attend the longest.
¢ Inthe event that there is a Japanese program in the applicant's present institution although the
applicant is not enrolled in the program, he/she must still be screened through that institution.
o All contestants must submit a copy of their speech to the reception desk by the predetermined time on
March 5, 2016.
o All contestants must attend the closing session.

Categories:

Please see the conditions for each category below. In terms of hours of studying Japanese, it also
includes hours of studying at a primary and secondary school. There is a limit to the maximum number
of participants for each category from each institution. It will be decided and notified by the Organizing
Committee based on the institution survey which has been arranged beforehand. Please refer to the
website for calculation of institution size and the number of eligible students.

Beginners Intermediate Advanced Open
Japanese spoken .
None None None No limit
at home

Length of studying less than less than No limit No limit

Japanese 130 hours 260 hours
Length of staying in Japan .
, 3 months or less | 6 months or less | Less than 1 year No limit

from the age of six

Notes:

e All qualifications must be met by the applicants as of March 4, 2016.

e Past winners of the Grand Prize or the First Prize should not participate in the same category in which the prize
was won.

e Learners of Japanese who have experience in teaching Japanese either formally or informally must apply in the
Open Category.

e Those who do not currently attend an educational institution must apply either in the Advanced or in the Open
Category.

e Those who do not know which category they are eligible for please inquire with the Organizing Committee by
email before they apply.
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10.

11.

Regulations:

1) Contestants are free to choose the title and subject of their speech. Preferred subjects are those
related to Canada and Japan.

2) Speeches must be written by the contestants.

3) Contestants are allowed to prepare and use cue cards but they may be penalized if they depend on
them excessively.

4) Speeches must not include the name of the institution that the contestant belongs to.

Speech Length:
1) Three minutes in the Beginner category, and four minutes in all other categories.
2) Those who exceed the above limits will be subjected to a penalty.

Evaluation:

1) There will be a panel of five judges composed of individuals from varying fields related to Japan.
2) The organizing committee is not involved in decision making.

3) The assessment criteria are provided on the homepage.

Certificates and Prizes:
1) Winners in each category will be awarded prizes and certificates.
2) Other contestants will receive participation awards.

Participation in the National Japanese Speech Contest:
The first prize winner in each category may be invited to attend the 2016 National Japanese Speech
Contest, which will be held in Toronto, Ontario on March 19, 2016.

Application

Application Forms "): (1) Application Form, (2) Referee’s Form?

Address: ojsc.committee@gmail.com(Please ensure that you receive an acknowledgement via e-mail
that we have received your application.)

Deadline: No later than 5:00 pm, Wednesday, February 10, 2016

Result announcement: Results will be notified by e-mail by Wednesday, February 17, 2016

1) If any concerns arise regarding a contestant’s qualifications, the judging committee’s decision will
be final. The Organizing Committee will consider requesting the return of awards even after the
contest if a false application is discovered or his/her performance was regarded as being dishonest.

2) All applications’ names must be listed on the “Referee’s Form” submitted by the representative of
the applicant’s institution or the applicant’s referee. If the applicant does not belong to an institution,
the applicant’s referee must complete and submit the “Referee’s Form”. The referee must have
taught Japanese at an institution in Ontario within the last five years.
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This year, thirty-four students from nine Japanese programs and two independent leamers from various parts of the province took part in
the 34" Ontario Japanese Speech Contest, and presented the benefits of their studies so far. Again this year, the participants presented
speeches on a variety of topics such as experiences in leaming Japanese, friendship fostered through Japanese, and thoughts on culture. In
addition to the award-winning speeches included in this collection, there were many other interesting speeches presented in the contest.

Being on stage can be very nerve-wracking and some participants did not perform as well on stage as they had done when they
practiced, and some were unable to finish their speeches. However, I believe strongly that challenging oneself to present a speech in
Japanese and making it to the provincial contest itself is a great achieverment and, as a teacher of Japanese, I would like to applaud a//
contest participants for their considerable efforts.

Cultural performances for the audience while the judges make their decisions have been another fin part of the contest. This
year, tatko and shamisen performances by Nagata Shachu, as well as a traditional Japanese dance performance and musical
performances by students spiced up the contest and entertained participants and audience members alike.

We received cooperation and support from our generous sponsors, judges, and volunteers, among whom are both teachers and
students of Japanese, who together enabled us to run the contest successfully. I would like to express my sincere gratitude to them all.

Jotaro Arimori, Chair,
Organizing Committee for the 34" Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
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