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CONSUL-GENERAL OF JAPAN

FORONTO, ONTARIO M3SIK 1A

Congratulatory message from the Consul-General of Japan in Toronto

It is my great pleasure to send a congratulatory message to the organizers and
participants of the 38th Ontario Japanese Speech Contest.

While this was my third time to be invited to the contest, I was once again very much
impressed by the highly skilled presentations and the rich contents of the speeches,
which often made the audience think, laugh and applaud. Each speech captured my
attention from start to finish, and I could not help but listen intently to every
presentation. Let me express my profound appreciation for the tremendous effort put
forth by the students and their teachers.

I would also like to convey my profound gratitude to everyone in the Organizing
Committee as well as numerous volunteers and the judges for their hard work. My
thanks also go to all the sponsors of this contest for their generosity, which provided this
invaluable opportunity for students of Japanese to showcase their skills.

This is the first contest to take place in Japan’s new Reiwa Era, which means “beautiful
harmony”. I sincerely hope that all of the contestants participating this landmark year
will continue their study of Japanese, so that someday they will use it fluently during
their visit to Japan, and also use it to support the friendly and fruitful ties that bind our
two countries.

Sincerely,
\ 79 ﬁq& 4= 5"
ITO Takako

Consul-General of Japan in Toronto
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Saturday, February 29, 2020 1:00 p.m. - 6:10 p.m.
Medical Science Building 2158, University of Toronto

& PROGRAM &
MCs: Takayuki Fukada & Sachi Kikuchi

1:00 pm Opening Remarks | Ikuko Komuro-Lee, Chair, The Organizing Committee
Consul-General’s Greetings | Ms. Takako Ito, Consul General of Japan in Toronto
Introduction of Judges
1:10 pm Speeches | Beginners Category (11 speeches)
Explanation of Criteria a_md Dr. James Tiessen, Chief Judge
Procedures for Evaluation
Report | Yi Yang, Winner of the 37" OJSC Shinkikai-Sagamihara City Prize
2:10 pm Speeches | Intermediate Category (16 speeches)
3:15 pm Introduction of Sponsors
3:20 pm Intermission Refreshments will be served
3:55 pm Speeches | Advanced Category (7 speeches)
4:25 pm Speeches | Open Category (1 speech)
Introduction to Traditional Japanese Music performed by members of the Nae Studio
4:40 pm Traditional Japanese Dance performed by students of University of Toronto
Japanese Culture . .
and a Circle of Owarabushi in Toronto
Door Prize | Ikuko Komuro-Lee, Chair, The Organizing Committee
5:45 pm Results and Awards | Dr. James Tiessen, Chief Judge
6:00 pm Closing Remarks | Ikuko Komuro-Lee, Chair, The Organizing Committee
Chief Judge:  Dr. James Tiessen, Associate Professor & Director, School of Health Services Management, Ted Rogers
School of Management, Ryerson University
Judges: Mr. Mikio Hirohashi, Treasurer, Toyota Canada Inc.

Supported by:

Sponsored by:

Association of Japanese Canadian Businesses and

Ms. Junko Mifune, Counsellor, Japanese Social Services
Ms. Yuko Shimizu, Executive Director, The Japan Foundation, Toronto
Mr. Osamu Shiohara, Publisher, C.E.O & Editor-in-chief, TORJA Inc.

(Alphabetical order)

Consulate-General of Japan in Toronto

The Japan Foundation

Professionals (Shinki-kai)
Blue Tree Books

Canon Canada Inc.

City of Sagamihara

H.1.S. CANADA Inc.
IACE Travel Canada Inc.
Japan Communications Inc.

Japan National Tourism Organization (JNTO)

Japanese Canadian Cultural Centre
JTB International (Canada) Ltd.

Mitsui Canada Foundation
NGK Spark Plugs Canada Ltd.
Noritake Co., Limited

NOW Magazine

ShowFlex International Inc.
Soba Canada Inc.

Subaru Canada, Inc.

TORJA Inc.

Toyota Canada Inc.

Yamaha Canada Music Ltd.
(Alphabetical order)

Flower Arrangement by Ms. Hodo Mizoguchi (Toronto Ohara Chapter)
In the lobby- Japanese Book Fair by Blue Tree Books




Beginners Category  #Jik

Title Name
1 AARGEZRDL ) ZEITFFEES LD LS ~= T
Learning Japanese is Like Writing Poetry Mark Ang
) AR ATHY £F XD A= e XX 47
May every day be a special day Paul Baswick

EOLTZZINVWDHD
Why Am | Here

AN o F
Yihan Chen

W DM A
The Ultimate Strategy Guide

V)= Tz
Lily Feng

. 2Dk WN—=Tp— T AV va
A Dream Journey Parker Irish

6 AR~ DPERE 2T - F A
Staircase to the future Yuhwa Kim

S [P WAL A Y Y
Victory Winston Li

8 T DIARYITENTT N ? N—F x>y
Games are really bad? Luchang Liu

QWﬁ&®$®+ém®ﬂ EHRF - ITHTL
The 10 year old me inside the mirror Mohona Meeftahul

10

BLWEA oLk
With the Old Man

ENAR TS
Mohammed Shickh

11

WrikEE, SMEOTHNLLORET
Danshari: From the corners of your room to the depth of your heart

AN V%
Hong Zheng




Intermediate Category — H%

Title Name
) SME Grid Ansens 2L —a— - NL vk
Kintsugi: The Art of Embracing Damage Nicole Baret
5 BT DO3IIXFLDOEY) a7
The Number “3” is My Treasure Jingyu Bu

3 RVAREE R ET FA4NA e KT
The Red String of Faith Divine Domingo

A FrxiIMTHD ATy RZEUR
We Are Cats lan Drummond

. EN=TOL: ¥ S
The True Meaning of Strength Yueqi Gu

6§%®ﬁﬁ®%~ AT4 - Tr
Beyond Your Comfort Zone Yi Ti Jiang

7@$%K#ﬁ%5 A - Vay
Skipping and Saving Huixin Liu

AGTFVT Y ET 4 A= — BB DI D ZPEDBE DE

AP FwIwT

8
Differences in Female Roles in Studio Ghibli and Disney Movies Katrina McMullen

9 A<A I AY—=TaA - A F—H%
Smile Mary Joy Mendoza

10

KIGDOHERFILTE TOET M,
Are you ready to fail?

Ny he SV R
Babette Norton

M E LT, FAlT- J

N e AV

H "Nice to Meet You, | Am ..." Yuheng Sun

1 NAET00FFIREAR N—— e T
Living to 100 Lucy Wang

1 U AT T =D DRl T e g
Real Life Redemption Arc Anson Wong

14 Kb Lix? APy e ay
What is precious? Xin Xu

" EION RN i Ryeay
The Poetic Journey Peng Yu

16 wEEEDORZ DM VxA 2T s Fy
Beyond the Quantity and Quality Weiyue Zhang




Advanced Category _Eif%

Title Name
1 ExD TIAT v F
To Live Brian Chen
) K SRR A VA A
Remembering how we got here Yuhan Cheng
3 3 AAIFSE D S [ B R AF = e VTV
The joint front of cancer researches Guocheng Jiang
A IS NDI=R S FVET -~k
What it Means to be a World Citizen Olivia Mahon
. BV ADOHERS X U —F - wd—L
Bittersweet Apple Memories Celina Rumayor
6@?@1}@ 477 P A—F
In Transition Ifrah Saeed
. Rt N=V eI azb
False Alarm Hanisi Samuel
Open Category A —7"
Title Name
1 EAh o falig 2 ~ A R L—
Shinya, Why? Michael Tracey

Organized by:
The Organizing Committee for the Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
Department of East Asian Studies, University of Toronto

Committee Members (Alphabetical order):
Jotaro Arimori (University of Toronto)
Kumiko Inutsuka (York University)
Ikuko Komuro-Lee (University of Toronto)
Kumiko Kunizane (Renison University College, University of Waterloo)
Akiko Maruoka
(Renison University College, University of Waterloo; The School of Continuing Studies, University of Toronto)
Tomoko Matsumoto (Toronto Japanese Language School; Nihongo Lounge)
Kozumi Miya-Woolford (Toronto Japanese Language School)
Noriko Yabuki-Soh (York University)



Supporters and Sponsors

Supported by:
Consulate-General of Japan in Toronto
The Japan Foundation

Sponsored by:
Association of Japanese Canadian Businesses and Professionals (Shinki-kai)
Blue Tree Books
Canon Canada Inc.

City of Sagamihara
H.1.S. Canada Inc.

IACE Travel Canada Inc.
Japan Communications Inc.
Japan National Tourism Organization (JNTO)
Japanese Canadian Cultural Centre
JTB International (Canada) Ltd.
Mitsui Canada Foundation
NGK Spark Plugs Canada Ltd.
Noritake Co., Limited
NOW Magazine
ShowFlex International Inc.
Soba Canada Inc.

Subaru Canada, Inc.
TORJA Inc.

Toyota Canada Inc.
Yamaha Canada Music Ltd.

(Alphabetical order)



List of the Participating Schools and Programs

Huron University College
The Japan Foundation, Toronto
McMaster University
Renison University College, University of Waterloo
Toronto Japanese Language School
University of Toronto
Western University

York University

(Alphabetical order)



Committee Supporter & Assistants

Committee Supporter

Noriko Saito (The Japan Foundation, Toronto)

Assistants

Eri Burns (Renison University College, University of Waterloo)
Matthew Chung (University of Toronto)

Takayuki Fukada (University of Waterloo alumnus) — MC
Sonomi lwata (McMaster University)

Sachi Kikuchi (York University alumnus) — MC

Namhyun Kim (University of Toronto)

Peter Lee (N/A)

Imran Mamun (York University)

Fumie Shimoda (Renison University College, University of Waterloo)
Rie Shirakawa (Huron University College)

Noah Sorares (York University)

Yasuyo Tomita (University of Toronto)

Yukiko Yoshizumi (University of Toronto)

(Alphabetical order)
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List of the Award Winners of the 38th Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
E B EIFFIAMBARERGREZEE—E

AE
E{ Awards and Prizes ‘ = B 7 Award Winners Page
##% Beginners
MWEFHE  Grand Prize YY—-. 7= LilyFeng 1
Mitsui Canada Foundation York University
% 27 The 2nd Place AR - B2 HongZheng 12
Japan Communications Inc. Huron University College
% 34, The 3rd Place EARF - I 77/ Mohona Meeftahul 13
Soba Canada Inc. York University
Hi#% Intermediate
1L B # b3 ZE  The 1st Place Toyota Canada Award | 7> > « 7> Anson Wong 1
Toyota Canada Inc York University
% 247 The 2nd Place ~Ny -7 PengYu 15
NGK Spark Plugs Canada Ltd. University of Toronto
% 3f\L The 3rd Place BA T2« U= Huixin Liu 16
IACE Travel Canada Inc. University of Waterloo
_E#% Advanced
Fres - FFEEHTE Shinkikai-Sagamihara City Prize A4 77 « YA —1F Ifrah Saeed
Association of Japanese Canadian Businesses and Professionals A 18
& The City of Sagamihara McMaster University
% 247 The 2nd Place Z—/N> + F = Yuhan Cheng 19
Yamaha Canada Music Ltd. University of Toronto
R E
. Awards and Prizes #% Category = E# Award Winners Page
A )VERIE Subaru Special Prize =7 ~A /v« hlb—1— Michael Tracey 20
Subaru Canada Inc. Open York University
= —7 ¥ Humour Prize % 4V BT - <74 Olvia Mahon 1
Canon Canada Inc. Advanced University of Toronto
%%7)E  Special Effort Prize ik 7 4 /34 >+ K> =2 Divine Domingo 23
Noritake Co., Ltd. Intermediate York University
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o2 Y AN BARERRAS
Ontario Japanese Speech Contest

TEHE®E Evaluation Criteria

Hr: K% F1% itk F—7
Level: Beginners Intermediate Advanced Open
FRA 52

Evaluation Categories and Criteria:

1. NE (PREWEDH D2 EEWVWAH, EIRSEARED)

Content: how creative and interesting it is, and whether the presenter’s opinions are clearly
stated

2. B GEROBRBGZIRND, £2EoTWVDED)

Organization: whether the argument is both effectively developed and coherent

3. BEE (BESELFNEEIN., BRETFEA TRV, FHIRERE 28X TRV

Presentation: whether the speech was presented in communicative and appropriate ways;
whether it was presented without a script being read out; whether the time limit was strictly
kept

4. BEF (AWML V, RFEB LT TV

Pronunciation: whether the presenter’s pronunciation is easy to understand and does not
prevent the audience from comprehending the content

5. & (RECEENEGN, STENIE LWVA)

Grammar: whether the presenter is using proper expressions and accurate grammar
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Comments on the Contest
—Excerpts from our questionnaire results—

Contestants:

Great experience!

An enjoyable experience

A very unique and great experience!

Aside from the anxiety from public speaking, I thoroughly enjoyed the
experience.

e | love Taiko!

o Y (EEDLIN-T,

Audience:

e Well organized and very enthusiastic participants. Amazing program.

e Nice event! Keep up the good work!

e Loved the flow of events and thought that the quality of speeches was incredibly
high. They never fail to amaze me.

¢ | saw the quality of the speech was very high. It was an amazing event. Thank you
very much.

e | was very surprised because lots of presenters can speak Japanese very well and
this event motivates me to study English (because I am Japanese.)

e Very well organized, including the signage of directions to reach the auditorium.
The greeters are very friendly and responsive.

e | thought presenters were very good. The event went very smooth! | would like to
visit next time!

e |t was a very fun experience. Hope to see this event flourish as it is a very cultural
event.

e Itisreally an interesting thing to hear from that many people about their thoughts
and their ideas.

o | really enjoyed various topics and contents. | could see presenters were well
prepared. | want to see more audience. Performances were also great!

¢ | enjoyed the culture show a lot. Nice refreshments and the book stand.

o WOLWALMRETREZBARDENHITTELN-ETT,
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QJSC

Time & Venue
Saturday, February 29, 2020, 1:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

J.J.R. MacLeod Auditorium (MS2158), University of Toronto
1 King’s College Circle, Toronto, Ontario

Hosted by:
The Organizing Committee for the Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
(Department of East Asian Studies, University of Toronto)
Supported by:
The Consulate General of Japan
The Japan Foundation

Quialifications:
All applicants must:

http://buna.arts.yorku.ca/ojsc/

The 38" ONTARIO JAPANESE SPEECH CONTEST

1) be 18 years of age or older.

2) reside in Ontario.

3) have been studying Japanese as a foreign language.
Notes:

¢ All contestants must submit their speech to the Organizing Committee by email by 9 am one day before
the contest.

o All contestants must register at the reception desk by the predetermined time on the day of the contest.

o All contestants must attend the closing session.

e |f any concerns arise regarding a contestant’s qualifications, the judging committee’s decision will be
final. The Organizing Committee will consider requesting the return of awards even after the contest
has concluded if a false application is discovered or his/her performance is later regarded as having
been dishonest.

Program Affiliation:
1) Those who study Japanese at multiple institutions must apply from the institution to which they
belonged/attended the longest.

2) Inthe event that there is a Japanese program in the applicant's present institution although the
applicant is not enrolled in the program, he/she must still be screened through that institution.

3) Those who do not have an affiliation with any Japanese institution/program may also apply. Please
note that, however, applicants with a program affiliation will be given priority if we have a greater
number of applications than the limit for each category.

Categories:

Please see the conditions for each category below. Hours of studying Japanese also includes hours of
studying at primary and secondary school. There is a limit to the maximum number of participants for
each category from each institution. The limit will be decided and announced by the Organizing
Committee based on the results of an institutional survey conducted each year prior to the limit being
set. Please refer to the website for details on our calculation of institution size and the number of eligible
students per institution.

Beginners Intermediate Advanced Open
Japanese spoken -
None None None No limit
at home
L h of i I h I h .
ength of studying ess than ess than No limit NG limit
Japanese 130 hours 260 hours
Length of staying in Japan o
, 3 months or less | 6 months or less | Less than 1 year No limit
from the age of six
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10.

11.

12.

Notes:

e All qualifications must be met by the applicants as of February 28, 2020.

e Past winners of the Grand Prize or the First Prize should not participate in the same category in which
the prize was won.

e Learners of Japanese who have experience in teaching Japanese either formally or informally must
apply in the Open Category.

e Those who do not know which category they are eligible for should inquire with the Organizing
Committee by email before they apply.

Regulations:

1) Contestants are free to choose the title and subject of their speech. Preferred subjects are those
related to Canada and Japan.

2) Speeches must be written by the contestants.

3) Contestants are allowed to prepare and use cue cards but they may be penalized if they depend on
them excessively.

4) Speeches must not include the name of the institution to which the contestant belongs.

Speech Length:
1) Three minutes in the Beginner category, and four minutes in all other categories.

2) Those who exceed the above limits will be subjected to a penalty.

Evaluation:

1) There will be a panel of five judges composed of individuals from varying fields related to Japan.
2) The Organizing Committee is not involved in decision making.

3) The assessment criteria are provided on the homepage.

Certificates and Prizes:
Winners in each category will be awarded prizes and certificates.

Participation in the National Japanese Speech Contest:
The first prize winner in each category may be invited to attend the 29th National Japanese Speech
Contest, which will be held at the Japan Foundation, Toronto, on Sunday, March 29, 2020.

Application:
Online Forms (To be made available in January 2020 at http://buna.yorku.ca/ojsc/)
Application Form: Must be filled out by applicants
Reference Form: Must be filled out by the representative of the Japanese institution/program to
which the applicants belong.
Deadline: Reference Form: No later than 5:00 pm, Monday, February 3, 2020
Application Form: No later than 5:00pm, Wednesday, February 5, 2020
Result announcement: Results will be announced by e-mail by Wednesday, February 12, 2020
Notes:
¢ No Reference Form will be required for those who do not have an affiliation with any Japanese
institution/program. Instead, the organizing committee will conduct an interview either in person or
online within a few days after the application deadline to determine the applicant’s appropriate
category.
e If you do not receive a confirmation email from the Organizing Committee within 48 hours after
submission of your application, please contact the Committee.

Contact
Organizing Committee for the 38th Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
Email: ojsc.committee@gmail.com
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A -=15
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=15  JJ.R. MacLeod Auditorium (MS2158), University of Toronto, 1 King’s College Circle, Toronto, Ontario
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Editor’s Note
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It was a cold windy day when we had the 38th Ontario Japanese Speech Contest. While the
spreading COVID-19 was worrying people in Asia, it still seemed to us in Toronto like a fire on the
opposite shore. No one ever thought that our ordinary life would completely change in the blink of an eye
only a few weeks later. In a long dark tunnel where we still cannot see the light ahead, it feels like a dream
that we were able to gather and hold this year’s contest, and at the same time I realized that holding this
annual event year after year for as many as 37 years was nothing we should take for granted.

This year thirty-five learners from eight different institutions presented their speech on various
topics; an event which changed their life, an experience where they recovered from a devastating event,
unforgettable memories on someone they cherish, warnings to our society, their passions towards Japan and
the Japanese language and so on. All the speeches reached deep down in our mind. Thank you very much.

Behind the great success of the contest there was financial support from the Consulate General of
Japan in Toronto, the Japan Foundation and Japanese businesses and corporations who always value the
importance of this annual event. VVolunteers from the Japanese community including teachers and students
helped us at the venue on the day of the contest. The flowers arranged by Mizoguchi-sensei brought the
venue an early spring, upbeat tunes Nae Studio performed with traditional instruments were a fun
experience to lots of people, and we all gazed on the beautiful traditional Japanese dance performed by two
groups lead by Niiro-sensei. Thank you all very much for making this contest very special and enjoyable.

No one could tell how and when this fight against the invisible enemy will end, however, | believe
that we will be surely able to meet face to face again in the near future. Until then, I wish you all be safe
and healthy.

Ikuko Komuro-Lee

Chair
The 38" Organizing Committee for the Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
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