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CONSUL-GENERAL OF JAPAN

77 KING STREET WEST, SUITE 3300, P.0O, BOX 10
TORONTO, ONTARIO M5K 1AL

Congratulatory Message from the Consul-General of Japan in Toronto

I attended the Ontario Japanese Speech Contest for the first time this year. I have
been invited to other Japanese language speech contests in the past, but found this one
exceptional — not only for its long, 39-year history but also the high skill level of the
participants and the many speeches that were extremely rich in content. The quality of
the contestants and their speeches are the fruits of their tireless efforts and those of the
teachers who support them.

I understand there are over 5,000 students learning Japanese in Ontario. We at the
Consulate-General of Japan feel that interest in Japanese is remarkably high among the
people of this province. At the same time, however, I feel there remains great untapped
potential for Japanese language learners in this province and sincerely hope their
numbers will increase further.

The tournament this year was held online for the first time. The participants
nonetheless skillfully presented their speeches. The smooth implementation this year of
this vital contest was due entirely to the hard work of its Organizing Committee and the
generous support of its sponsors.

I sincerely hope this competition will result in more people studying Japanese and
greater appreciation of Japanese culture in Canada. I also hope it will serve to develop
talented individuals who will lay the foundation of Japan-Canada relations in the future.

Sincerely,

Fh o

SASAYAMA Takuya
Consul-General of Japan
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The 39th Annual Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
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Sunday, March 7, 2021 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Livestreaming: https://www.facebook.com/ojsc.committee

& PROGRAM #

MC: Ikuko Komuro-Lee

9:00 am Opening Remarks | Kumiko Inutsuka, Chair, The Organizing Committee
Consm'gener.al S| M. Takuya Sasayama, Consul General of Japan in Toronto
reetlngs
Introduction of Judges
Explanation of Criteria e_md Ms. Sudarshana Kapleau, Chief Judge
Procedures for Evaluation
9:15am Speeches | Beginners Category (8 speeches)
Greetings | Mr. Kentaro Motomura, Mayor of Sagamihara City
Intermission
10:00 am Speeches | Intermediate Category (7 speeches)
10:30 am Introduction of Sponsors
Intermission
10:50 am Speeches | Advanced Category (9 speeches)
Intermission
11:50 am Speeches | Open Category (3 speeches)
12:45 pm Results and Awards | Ms. Sudarshana Kapleau, Chief Judge
1:00 pm Closing Remarks | Kumiko Inutsuka, Chair, The Organizing Committee
Chief Judge:  Ms. Sudarshana Kapleau, Owner, Principal Interpreter, Sudarshana Japanese Services
Judges: Mr. Mikio Hirohashi, Treasurer, Toyota Canada Inc.
Mr. Shinichiro Kawai, President, Japan Communications Inc.
Mr. Takashi Miyata, Consul,Consulate-General of Japan in Toronto
Dr. 1zumi Sakamoto, Associate Professor, Factor-Inwentash Faculty of Social Work, University of Toronto
(Alphabetical order)
Supported by:  Consulate-General of Japan in Toronto
The Japan Foundation
Sponsored by:

Association of Japanese Canadian Businesses and

Professionals (Shinki-kai)
Blue Tree Books

Canon Canada Inc.

City of Sagamihara

Fraser Journal Publishing
IACE Travel Canada Inc.
Japan Communications Inc.

Japan National Tourism Organization (JNTO)

Mitsui Canada Foundation

Musoshin Ramen

NGK Spark Plugs Canada Ltd.

NOW Magazine
Subaru Canada, Inc.
TORJA Inc.

Toyota Canada Inc.

(Alphabetical order)



https://www.facebook.com/ojsc.committee

Beginners Category #Ji#k

Title Name

FHROF VA NOBEORTHEALEZS TlLy T TR
When | Confessed at Christ's Tomb in Aomori Eren Brand|
EE32V)] FL—— Tz
The Power of Language Tracy Feng

NI, 20 911 N — e =2 TR
"Yes, | understand you!" Harmony Newcombe
HaEThHDLHZ E e =
Being an Outsider Ana Novakov
BLWHLADNPNEHY I TALED T « A=
Grandfather's Flashlight Taek Oh
METLHZ L H=x) - F
Growing Up Daniel Qi

TL—NDE A L~ —
Curry Bun Time Machine

N U Ry AL AR
Heshan Wadumasethrige

RO TORE
A Discovery in the Dark

I
Jing Zhang

Intermediate 5%

Title Name
LB ~ D ik A4 T=
A Trip to Hokkaido YiYing Feng
LEAENED Vava T HTY

Living with Nature

Josh Fogarasi

WK - ek O i
Cat vs Dog: A final Discussion

AU — e N T e
Henry Hang Luo

ROE DI XNy

Like the Wolf Doeun Park
HAAGEEG~DE FAy A

The Road to be Fluent in Japanese Line Shi
HrFLTHE B—H— e
I'm expecting so much from you Peter Wenxiang Zang
i PREEACTE aARE-Favy

Long Distance Friendship

Yusu Zhao




Advanced Category _E#%

Title Name
1 Bl =X AT R7ESFR
A Talkative Squirrel lan Drummond
o |QVBIEHL R ADOKRYERE RA=T « FRZ
My Great-Grandma's Precious Legacy Domenica Guevara
3 WL 720 Tl s = T
Lies are Power Annabelle Mangal
g |[NEBEROTEDDFED AN T ) > FiE VST SRRV NV%
For life searching: The hybridized student Babette Norton
5 PRI JF¥—R- vy —
"Child Prodigy" Richard Pelchat
6 [UFO¥ ¥ v F v —] > TCUF0ZONEZXDHHD?! TV TF
Is "UFO Catcher" something which catches UFO?! Sixin Qin
7 FIRETIC BT S —F B S A AFTx « Fay
The Baker Who Faces Waves In Sunrise Zhuojia Qiu
3 . FOET S A%
Voice actor: The Aesthetic of VVoice Yuke Wang
g |EADEDICHEATLD, £D 125K 2 ThY— v ay
"Reading" the atmosphere, whom for indeed? Ziqi Zhou
Open F—7»
Title Name
L HEZ G B < SRV W I AV
Let's Open One's Path Together Robyn Srimarthandan
o |FATERIL T, B ATRIE D Fava--TLTy—
We are all the same, we are all different Kyoko Telfer
3 ROT 4 7 H VU -ty
Positive Thinking Lilika Zheng

Organized by:
The Organizing Committee for the Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
(Department of East Asia Studies, University of Toronto)

Committee Members (Alphabetical order):
Jotaro Arimori (University of Toronto)
Kumiko Inutsuka (York University)
Ikuko Komuro-Lee (University of Toronto)
Kumiko Kunizane (Renizon University College, University of Waterloo)
Akiko Maruoka
(Renison University College, University of Waterloo; The School of Continuing Studies, University of Toronto)
Kozumi Miya-Woolford (Toronto Japanese Language School)
Noriko Yabuki-Soh (York University)
Yukiko Yoshizumi (University of Toronto)



Supporters and Sponsors

Supported by:
Consulate-General of Japan in Toronto
The Japan Foundation

Sponsored by:
Association of Japanese Canadian Businesses and Professionals (Shinki-kai)
Blue Tree Books

Canon Canada Inc.
City of Sagamihara

Fraser Journal Publishing

IACE Travel Canada Inc.

Japan Communications Inc.

Japan National Tourism Organization (JNTO)
Mitsui Canada Foundation
Musoshin Ramen
NGK Spark Plugs Canada Ltd.

NOW Magazine
Subaru Canada, Inc.

TORJA Inc.

Toyota Canada Inc.

(Alphabetical order)



List of the Participating Schools and Programs

Huron University College
The Japan Foundation, Toronto
McMaster University
Renison University College, University of Waterloo
Toronto Japanese Language School
University of Toronto
Western University

York University

(Alphabetical order)



Committee Members & Assistants

Organized by:
The Organizing Committee for the Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
(Department of East Asia Studies, University of Toronto)

Committee Members:
Jotaro Arimori (University of Toronto)
Kumiko Inutsuka (York University)
Ikuko Komuro-Lee (University of Toronto)
Kumiko Kunizane (Renison University College, University of Waterloo)
Akiko Maruoka (Renison University College, University of Waterloo; The School of Continuing
Studies, University of Toronto)
Kozumi Miya-Woolford (Toronto Japanese Language School)
Noriko Yabuki-Soh (York University)
Yukiko Yoshizumi (University of Toronto)
(Alphabetical order)
Assistant:
Mitsume Fukui (Huron University College; Western University)

Webmaster:
Norio Ota (York University)

1_/\EY—_0J5C Noriko Yabuki-Soh v 1_RiR_0JSC

Mitsume Fukui A - Akiko Maruoka



List of the Award Winners of the 39th Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
FEI9EF AV MBREFRGREZEE—E

AE
‘E{ Awards and Prizes = % Award Winners Page
##% Beginners
e 4 N e NYXY L URy AL XRY S
¥ 1AL A ~3 ZE The 1st Place Toyota Canada Award Heshan Wadumasethrige 10
Toyota Canada Inc. York University
% 247 The 2nd Place T —2 +« A — Taek Oh 1
NGK Spark Plugs Canada Ltd. York University
% 317 The 3rd Place N—F=— -+ =23 A Harmony Newcombe 12
IACE Travel Canada Inc. York University
%% Intermediate
5t Grand Prize v'— 4% — « ¥ Peter Wenxiang Zhang 13
Mitsui Canada Foundation York University
% 2{7 The 2nd Place ¥ -7  Doeun Park 1
Subaru Canada Inc. University of Toronto
% 317 The 3rd Place ZA 2 +« A3 LineShi 15
Blue Tree Books McMaster University
_#%Advanced
Fres - FAEETHTE Shinkikai-Sagamihara City Prize KA =75+ %,3Z Domenica Guevara
Associati_on of Japane;e Canadian Businesses and Professionals University of Waterloo 16
& The City of Sagamihara
% 247 The 2nd Place Tx¥F - F L SixinQin 17
Japan Communications Inc. University of Toronto
% 317 The 3rd Place N k- J— 2 Babette Norton 18
Musoshin Huron University College
Z—7"Open
%5 142 The 1st place Y U 4 - ¥ Lilika Zheng N
Mitsui Canada Foundation York University
R
'H Award and Prize % Category = H# Award Winner Page
K¥PIE Special Prize st 4 JYF ¥ — K-+~ ¥— Richard Pelchat 20

Canon Canada Inc. Advanced

York University
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o2 Y AN BARERRAS
Ontario Japanese Speech Contest

TEHE®E Evaluation Criteria

Hr: K% F1% itk F—7
Level: Beginners Intermediate Advanced Open
FRA 52

Evaluation Categories and Criteria:

1. NE (PREWEDH D2 EEWVWAH, EIRSEARED)

Content: how creative and interesting it is, and whether the presenter’s opinions are clearly
stated

2. B GEROBRBGZIRND, £2EoTWVDED)

Organization: whether the argument is both effectively developed and coherent

3. BEE (BESELFNEEIN., BRETFEA TRV, FHIRERE 28X TRV

Presentation: whether the speech was presented in communicative and appropriate ways;
whether it was presented without a script being read out; whether the time limit was strictly
kept

4. BEF (AWML V, RFEB LT TV

Pronunciation: whether the presenter’s pronunciation is easy to understand and does not
prevent the audience from comprehending the content

5. & (RECEENEGN, STENIE LWVA)

Grammar: whether the presenter is using proper expressions and accurate grammar
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Comments on the Contest —Excerpts from our questionnaire results—

Contestants:
Q1. In what ways did participating in the contest help you to improve your Japanese

ability?

It made me a better speaker with improvements on pronunciation and smoothness.
Improved presentation skills.

Speaking practice!

It really helped me improve my Japanese because the whole process involved
editing, thinking and frequently speaking in Japanese. Normally | would not be
able to practice this much. It felt like a boost for my Japanese skills, I think even
though the contest is over using the things I learned from it such as watching
myself speak or writing Japanese to further improve my skills.

I loved everyone's participation and expressions, and | can use those phrases and
words to learn more Japanese.

Presentation skills and communication skills.

I had to learn to enunciate correctly.

Practicing public speaking in Japanese, and learning to write in the speech format.
| was able to practice writing and coming up with sentences, as well as my
speaking abilities. Learning the grammar in class does not prepare you well for
something like actually speaking, so being able to practice in this manner with
feedback is very helpful.

I became very comfortable speaking Japanese and learned how to use tonality and
expressions properly.

I think my oral skills improved a lot.

It made me focus on sentence structure, and really understand why they are they
way they are, allowing students to fully grasp how to make sentences and to
answer them as well.

There is a lot of minor mistakes in my pronounce as well as my grammars. | did
not realize them before but later during the practice I've corrected myself a lot.
Learned new vocabulary and speech styles.

It helped me really focus on the pronunciation of Japanese (especially the pitch
accent) in order to be understood. Additionally, it was very helpful to hear more
advanced speakers.

The speaking part, | felt that | can speak more fluently in Japanese.

Listening to other's experience is very interesting way to learn the culture about
Japan. It is a really good opportunity to get motivations from other Japanese
learners.

I really enjoyed listening to other speeches.

I was able to improve my pronunciation and grammar as well as expressions and
voice.

The ability to understand the content and express your emotions while talking.

It gave me a chance to focus a lot more on good pronunciation and intonation than
I normally get in class.
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Correcting the pronunciation of speech and also listening to other person's speech
was really helpful.

I had to learn a lot of new Japanese grammar, unfortunately I may have not
performed well, but this has inspired me to work harder for the future. Thank you
for the opportunity.

The process of writing the script, receiving advice from Senseis, preparing for the
speech, and listening to the speeches presented by other contestants all helped me
to improve my Japanese ability.

It helped me to improve my pronunciation

Q2. Please provide any other comments or suggestions for improvement you may

have.

It was a very challenging but rewarding experience.

Even though the event was online | thought it was really well done! I was first so |
was really nervous but overall | enjoyed it a lot. It was fun having everyone watch
me and listening to my fellow participants' speeches. | learned many things from
this event. Thank you for giving me the opportunity to participate!

Thank you everyone, | am very...pleased by this event. Thank you again. | learned
alot.

none. perfect

The event was very well organized. | really enjoyed it.

If it is online, finding a host with a stable internet connection is very important.

It is awesome session! | love everyone's speech!

The overall experience is good. It might be better if everyone does a brief self-
introduction during the orientation.

If would be more enjoyable to be an in-person event!

Pronouncing some harder words clearly.

As someone said, the problems with doing the contest online were only those that
were outside anyone's control.

great job and thank you all for making all this possible

It was a well run, organized meeting. Thank you for the experience.

Everything was great!

Audience:

Q. Please provide any comments or suggestions for improvement you may have.

Thank you for organizing the contest. | hope we can resume in-person contest
next year. Be safe.

Please continue holding the Annual OJSC!

Audio/connection problems of organizers and participants (some had muffled
audio) reduced the experience of the event.

Hope we will get back to see everyone on live stage.

Well done! Enjoyable presentations
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O:
\J SC The 39™ ONTARIO JAPANESE SPEECH CONTEST

https://buna.yorku.ca/ojsc/

Due to COVID restrictions, there are some changes this year.

1.

Time & Venue
Sunday, March 7, 2021, 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. (Eastern Standard Time)
Online (URL will be provided)

Hosted by:
The Organizing Committee for the Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
(Department of East Asian Studies, University of Toronto)
Supported by:
The Consulate General of Japan
The Japan Foundation

Qualifications:

All applicants must:

1) be 18 years of age or older;

2) reside in Ontario (those who are temporarily out of state are considered residents), affiliated with an
Ontario language institution, and will not participate in a regional speech contest held in Canada
(Independent participants will not be accepted this year); and

3) have been studying Japanese as a foreign language.

Notes:

¢ All contestants must submit their speech to the Organizing Committee by email by 9 am one day before
the contest.

e All contestants must register by the predetermined time on the day of the contest.

e All contestants must attend the opening session, session of their category, and closing ceremony.

e If any concerns arise regarding a contestant’s qualifications, the judging committee’s decision will be
final. The Organizing Committee will require the return of awards even after the contest has concluded
if a false application is discovered or a contestant’s performance is later regarded as having been
dishonest.

Program Affiliation:
1) Those who study Japanese at multiple institutions must apply from the institution with which they have
been affiliated the longest.

2) If there is a Japanese program in the applicant's present institution that the applicant has not
enrolled in, they must still be screened through that institution.

Categories:

Please see the conditions for each category below. Hours of studying Japanese includes studying at
primary and secondary school. There is a limit to the maximum number of contestants for each category
from each institution. The limit will be decided and announced by the Organizing Committee based on
the results of an institutional survey conducted each year prior to the limit being set. Please note that the
number of contestants for each institution will be smaller than previous years as the total will be limited
to 30 because the contest is being held online.

Beginners Intermediate Advanced Open
Japanese spoken .
None None None No limit
at home
Hours of studying less than less than o _
No limit No limit
Japanese 130 hours 260 hours
Time in Japan o
.| 3 months orless | 6 months or less | Less than 1 year No limit
from the age of six

26



10.

11.

12.

Notes:

e All qualifications must be met by the applicants as of March 6, 2021.

e Past winners of the Grand Prize or the First Prize should not participate in the same category in which
the prize was won.

e Learners of Japanese who have experience in teaching Japanese either formally or informally must
apply in the Open Category.

e Those who do not know which category they are eligible for should inquire with the Organizing
Committee by email before they apply.

Regulations:

1) Contestants are free to choose the title and subject of their speech. Preferred subjects are those
related to Canada and Japan.

2) Speeches must be written by the contestants.

3) Contestants are allowed to prepare and use cue cards, but they may be penalized if they depend on
these excessively.

4) Speeches must not include the name of the institution to which the contestant belongs.

Speech Length:
1) Three minutes in the Beginner category, and four minutes in all other categories.
2) Those who exceed10 seconds over the above limits will be subjected to a penalty.

Evaluation:

1) There will be a panel of five judges composed of individuals from varying fields related to Japan.
2) The Organizing Committee is not involved in decision making.

3) The assessment criteria are provided on the homepage.

Certificates
The winner of each category will receive a certificate.

Participation in the National Japanese Speech Contest:
The first prize winner in each category may be invited to attend the 30th National Japanese Speech
Contest, which will be held in March, 2021.

Application:
Online Forms (To be made available in January 2021 at https://buna.yorku.ca/ojsc/)

Application Form: Must be filled out by applicants

Reference Form: Must be filled out by the representative of the Japanese institution/program to

which the applicants belong.
Deadline: Reference Form: No later than 5:00 pm (EST), Monday, February 8, 2021
Application Form: No later than 5:00 pm (EST), Wednesday, February 10, 2021

Result announcement: Results will be announced by e-mail by Wednesday, February 17, 2021
Notes:

e If you do not receive a confirmation email from the Organizing Committee within 48 hours after

submitting your application, please contact the Committee.

Contact

Organizing Committee for the 39th Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
Email: ojsc.committee@gmail.com
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Editor’s Note
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The OJSC Organizing Committee members and | are very pleased to present the collection of
the award-winning speeches that were delivered at the 39th Ontario Japanese Speech Contest in
Toronto on March 7, 2021. This year’s contest was held online and live streamed on YouTube for the
first time due to the pandemic that started in March 2020. While committee members were familiar
with using Zoom after classes were moved online, we needed to rehearse a lot and figure out how to
live-stream our content, especially for the timing of the many switches from presentation to gallery
mode. We were very relieved that we could successfully run the contest online.

The quality of the speeches was very impressive, and we could feel the strong commitment of
the participants even through the limited view of our screens. | applaud everyone who decided to
participate in this year’s contest despite the challenges. They prepared their speeches without in-
person practice with their teachers and presented them wonderfully on a virtual stage.

The committee members and | would like to extend our sincere gratitude to the Consulate
General of Japan and The Japan Foundation, as well as the numerous companies, organizations, and
individuals who have supported us. We were particularly touched by those who gave us their
encouragement in this difficult time.

We hope that you can take a glimpse of our contest with this volume and our video on
YouTube (https://youtu.be/hajim1-2R28). We hope you will have a chance to see and hear what the
participants have to say. We greatly appreciate your continuing support of this event.

Kumiko Inutsuka
Chair
The 39™ Organizing Committee for the Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
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