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CONSUL-GENERAL OF JAPAN

77 KING STREET WEST, SUITE 3300, 1.0. BOX 10
TORONTQO, ONTARIO M5SK 1A1

Congratulatory Message from the Consul-General of Japan in Toronto

I am pleased to extend my heartfelt congratulations to the competitors and
organizers of this year’s Ontario Japanese Speech Contest (OJSC) for successfully realizing
this invaluable annual event. It was especially heartwarming to see the contest being held
in-person for the first time in three years.

The OJSC provides an invaluable opportunity for Japanese language learners in
Ontario to showcase the skills they have gained from their studies. Language is much more
than knowledge gained from books. It is imperative that students practice communicating
in interactive environments. By actually addressing an audience, they gain greater
understanding of intonation, rhythm, body language, and other linguistic cues that can only
be learned through experience.

I encourage the participants in this year’s contest to take this experience further by
actually visiting Japan. Even those who have been there before are sure to discover new
ways of utilizing their skills honed through participating in this contest. This will also
increase interaction between Japanese and Canadians which is certain to strengthen
friendship between our countries.

I would like to express my heartfelt appreciation to the contest’s Organizing
Committee for their tireless efforts in bringing Japan closer to Canada and wish them much
continued success in the future.

Sincerely,

Ll lie

SASAYAMA Takuya
Consul-General of Japan
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The 41st Annual Ontario Japanese Speech Contest

#A41 | FF VAN BEBRBRES
Saturday, March 4, 2023, 1:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Earth Science Centre Building 1050, University of Toronto

4 PROGRAM &

MCs: Jennifer Sun & Marshall Ginsler-Viner

1:00 pm Opening Remarks | Noriko Yabuki-Soh, Chair, The Organizing Committee
Consul-General’s Greetings | Mr. Takuya Sasayama, Consul General of Japan in Toronto
Introduction of Judges
Explanation of Criteria qnd Mr. Shin Kawai, Chief Judge
Procedures for Evaluation
1:15 pm Speeches | Beginners Category (12 speeches)
2:00 pm Report Aaron Wilson, winner of the Shinkikai-Sagamihara City Prize
P p at the 40th Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
Intermission
2:15 pm Speeches | Intermediate Category (10 speeches)
3:00 pm Introduction of Sponsors
Intermission
3:30 pm Speeches | Advanced Category (2 speeches)
3:40 pm Speeches | Open Category (4 speeches)
4:10 pm Introduction to Japanese Culture | An Intro to Japanese Songs by the Hibiki Duo
Door Prizes | Noriko Yabuki-Soh, Chair, The Organizing Committee
5:00 pm Results and Awards | Mr. Shin Kawai, Chief Judge
5:20 pm Closing Remarks | Noriko Yabuki-Soh, Chair, The Organizing Committee
Chief Judge:  Mr. Shin Kawai, President, Japan Communications Inc.
Judges: Dr. Atsuko Hashimoto, Professor, Department of Geography and Tourism Studies, Brock University
Mr. Fabiano Takashi Rocha, Japanese Studies Librarian, University of Toronto Libraries
Dr. Akiko Takesue, Bishop White Committee Associate Curator of Japanese Art & Culture
Ms. Noriko Yamamoto, Executive Director, The Japan Foundation, Toronto
(Alphabetical order)
Supported by:  Consulate-General of Japan in Toronto
The Japan Foundation, Toronto
Sponsored by:
Association of Japanese Canadian Businesses and Japanese Canadian Cultural Centre
Professionals (Shinki-kai) Mitsui Canada Foundation
Blue Tree Books Musoshin Ramen
Canon Canada Inc. MYNDS Inc.
City of Sagamihara ShowFlex International Inc.
CO-Sol Canada Inc. Subaru Canada, Inc.
Fraser Journal Publishing TORJA Inc.
IACE Travel Canada Inc. Toyota Canada Inc.
Japan Communications Inc. Yamaha Canada Music Ltd.
Japan National Tourism Organization (JNTO)
(Alphabetical order)

In the lobby- Japanese Book Fair by Blue Tree Books




Beginners Category  #Jif

Title Name
1 R A ! T e T—Ay R
Break Out of Your Shell! Arman Ahmed
2ﬁ®$ki$ A A=A T Ik
My books and literature Ismail Akrout
3‘?%ﬁ@%E T4 A A =Ty - Ju—=(F

Unexpected Master

T'zion Bindja Crowe Toge

DT a— T A7

Vx— ALK

4
My global life WenQian Kang
SfmAK%%%wUé& oA
Not bothering others culture of Japan Xinyi Li
G%Okk%&@m T=—-Vav
The Bigger Reason Annie Liu
7 B ol & Wk TN e E']ANA YR

Language and Stories

Amba Mohammed

T L—RHT N N
A person like curry

Javay e ay
Joshua Shon

gikk:&ﬁ B—H— e 2T 4N
Culture and Language Peter Stypa

1Okk JHIT - U}
Adulthood Chloe Wong
Summer Harvest Maximos Yao

12

it
Journey

FJET P
Labib Zaman




Intermediate Category ik

Title

Name

KHRZENE B2
Are you a night owl or a morning person?

TI747 T
Afia Fobi

HAGE Y 5T
Learning Japanese Is Fun

TNV TA T H I
Sergiy Fomin

BT —7 4 A M &SNS
Current Artists and Social Media

TA Ty AV — ARy
Ava-karie Hislop

JILEDS, e d, ANEEM
A River to Flow, A Life to Show

DN /4
Zhen Huo

E DA

Tavwia s —

5
Objective Love Josh Lee
6%&tﬁiﬁﬁ?%hkﬁﬁﬁﬁ? AV N
Subs vs. Dubs: Which Side Are You On? Songlin Li

CTIUDOLH 9 — ANDOEIE
The Unknown Master of Ghibli

Fr L A— « w—
Chengsi Ma

Bob L A —FEeEzx-arT L

d—— . 7y

8
Be Yourself: Cosplay That Changed Me YouYou Wu

9 B S AT R Lk
The Tail End Rene Yu

10 BT DB 72\ W XEAE O A —F 2y« 2—
The World of Libraries That You Might Not Know Yichun Yu




Advanced Category ik

Title

Name

BHDO—AK
The Last Puff

AT T
Sarah Fok

[~ RET ¥

N (v AP x) | EEFENRT
Me? "Mademoiselle"? "Xiao Jie"?

Uiy « by
Risha Pelchat

Open Category A —7"

Title

Name

fEr, v, £ L TL(L

Admiration, aimlessness, and change

VXV A Yy R enT YT 4 —
Javid Hemmati

N GES TY) Sy 7 A
My Nutrition Facts Cho Yee Lai

5 [BOFK, HEROFK Fo— g
Future of Myself, the World's Future Annie Lee

4 |BEERFERS L
Aikido is Awesome

T T F

Frank Weng

Organized by:

The Organizing Committee for the Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
Department of East Asian Studies, University of Toronto

Committee Members (Alphabetical order):
Jotaro Arimori (University of Toronto)
Kumiko Inutsuka (York University)
Sonomi lwata-Consul (McMaster University)
Ikuko Komuro-Lee (University of Toronto)
Kumiko Kunizane (Renison University College, University of Waterloo)
Akiko Maruoka (Renison University College, University of Waterloo)
Eri Takahashi (York University; Seneca College)
Noriko Yabuki-Soh (York University)
Yukiko Yoshizumi (University of Toronto)




Supporters and Sponsors

Supported by:
Consulate-General of Japan in Toronto
The Japan Foundation, Toronto

Sponsored by:
Association of Japanese Canadian Business and Professionals (Shinki-Kai)
Blue Tree Books

Canon Canada Inc.
City of Sagamihara
CO-Sol Canada Inc.

Fraser Journal Publishing

IACE Travel Canada Inc.

Japan Communications Inc.

Japan National Tourism Organization (JNTO)
Japanese Canadian Cultural Centre
Mitsui Canada Foundation
Musoshin Ramen
MYNDS Inc.

ShowFlex International Inc.

Subaru Canada, Inc.

TORJA Inc.

Toyota Canada Inc.

Yamaha Canada Music Ltd.

(Alphabetical order)



List of the Participating Schools and Programs

Japanese Canadian Cultural Centre
McMaster University
Nihongo Lounge
Renison University College, University of Waterloo
Toronto Japanese Language School
University of Toronto
Western University

York University

(Alphabetical order)



List of the Award Winners of the 41% Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
B AL EA 2 U AN ARG A BE —E

NE
H Awards and Prizes | s H 7 Award Winners Page
##% Beginners
iﬁﬁ% ;_*H*;‘i)ﬁfﬁié’ Sginkilggi-S;gar_nihara Cit)(; Prize | - . .52 ArmanAhmed o
oo o s CrsdinBaresss 0| YorkUniversity
% 247 The 2nd Place ~ w7 A %A Maximos Yao 1
Co-Sol Cabada Inc. York University
% 317 The 3rd Place 7=—+ YU =v AnnieLiu 12
Blue Tree Books University of Toronto
F#% Intermediate
%5 14 The Lst Place TA Ty« HVY—-+ kA7 Ava-karie Hislop 13
Toyota Canada Inc. York University
% 247 The 2nd Place F x> A— +~¥— Chengsi Ma "
Subaru Canada Inc. York University
% 3fZ The 3rd Place T 747 « 7%t Afia Fobi 15
MYNDS Inc. York University
_E#% Advanced
M7 E  Grand Prize Uiy - ~JL % RishaPelchat 16
Mitsui Canada Foundation York University
A —7" Open
% 147 The 1st Place I¥ =/ 74 Cho YeelLai 17
Japan Communications Inc. University of Toronto
% 2fL The 2nd Place 7 =—+ A Annie Lee 18
IACE Travel Canada Inc. University of Waterloo
Rl B
‘B Awards and Prizes #% Category = E# Award Winners Page
Rl Special Prize ik A —F 2>+ =2— Yichun Yu 19
Canon Canada Inc. Intermediate | Nihongo Lounge
¥eB B Special Prize FIIEe sz« 74 Chloe Wong 20
Yamaha Canada Music Ltd. Beginners University of Toronto
FeilE  Special Prize Ik TN e ENA Y K Amba Mohammed 21
Musoshin Ramen Beginners McMaster University
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o2 Y AN BARERRAS
Ontario Japanese Speech Contest

FTEHE®E Evaluation Criteria

Hr: K% F1% itk F—7
Level: Beginners Intermediate Advanced Open
FPA 52

Evaluation Categories and Criteria:

1. NE (PREWEDH D2 EEWAH, EIRSEARED)

Content: how creative and interesting it is, and whether the presenter’s opinions are clearly
stated

2. B GEROBRBPZIRND, £2EoTWVDEDY)

Organization: whether the argument is both effectively developed and coherent

3. EE (BESELFMNELIN, BRETFHA TRV, FHIFRERE 28X TRV

Presentation: whether the speech was presented in communicative and appropriate ways;
whether it was presented without a script being read out; whether the time limit was strictly
kept

4. BEF (AWML V, RFEBZIT TV

Pronunciation: whether the presenter’s pronunciation is easy to understand and does not
prevent the audience from comprehending the content

5. & (REOEENEGN, STENIE LWVA)

Grammar: whether the presenter is using proper expressions and accurate grammar
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Comments on the Contest —Excerpts from our questionnaire results—

Contestants:

| put in a lot of hours in preparing and practising with my 4, this really helped to
improve my Japanese ability.

It’s awesome to hear so many learners share their language skills.

Practicing the speech, and hearing the other contestants do a great job! Very much
inspiring :3

Participating in the competition has made me more confident in my Japanese speaking
abilities.

| feel a little more confident now in speaking Japanese in front of an audience. | really
appreciated the opportunity for this experience. H D N & H T XUV FE 7 !

It helped me practice my oral and written Japanese skills. I haven’t had much
opportunity to speak Japanese so this was great chance that had me formulate a
cohesive argument in Japanese and presenting it.

The first speech | made for the internal selection vs the speech | presented were worlds
apart. Sitting down with my prof and her guiding me through the different nuances of
the language helped me understand japanese at a deeper level.

I learned a lot of new vocabulary | otherwise might not have. It also gave me a good
idea of how intonation and pitch work, as I have never learned a language where it has
been used.

Practice, the drive to win

I don't often get the chance to write and present such a long piece of writing. | was
also able to gain a lot of confidence in writing and presenting in Japanese.

There are a few ways | would like to mention. First of course, communicating with my
teacher, perfecting my speech led a great deal of learning. Not to mention correcting
my pronunciation, being able to memorise and communicative long Japanese
passages... etc. . ..

Through participating, | mainly made a lot of progress on my speaking ability. | now
feel a lot more comfortable and confident speaking Japanese. . . . Through
participating, | also improved my writing abilities, as | drafted the script to be as
compelling and concise as possible.

DL TT, HOVNREHITINELTL,

Thank you for organizing the contest! I really learned a lot from this opportunity.

Audience:

Thank you for having this great event!

Everyone did a great job!

I enjoyed all speeches. They were amazing. Thank you for organizing this contest.
All speeches were great.

The Hibiki performance was very nice!

Thank you very much for organizing a wonderful speech contest.
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Time & Venue
Saturday, March 4, 2023, 1:00 p.m. — 7:00 p.m.
Earth Science Centre (ES1050), University of Toronto, 22 Russell Street, Toronto ON M5S 3B1

Hosted by:

The Organizing Committee for the Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
(Department of East Asian Studies, University of Toronto)

Supported by:

The Consulate General of Japan

The Japan Foundation

Qualifications

All applicants must:

1) be 18 years of age or older;

2) reside in Ontario (excluding the Ottawa and Kingston areas); and
3) have been studying Japanese as a foreign language.

Notes:

e All contestants must submit their speech to the Organizing Committee by email by 9:00 a.m. one day
before the contest.

e All contestants must register at the reception desk by the predetermined time on the day of the contest.

e All contestants must attend the opening session, session of their category, and closing ceremony.

e If any concerns arise regarding a contestant’s qualifications, the judging committee’s decision will be
final. The Organizing Committee will require the return of awards even after the contest has concluded
if a false application is discovered or a contestant’s performance is later regarded as having been
dishonest.

Program Affiliation

1) Those who study Japanese at multiple institutions must apply from the institution with which they
have been affiliated the longest.

2) Ifthere is a Japanese program in the applicant's present institution that the applicant has not
enrolled in, they must still be screened through that institution.

3) Those who do not have an affiliation with any Japanese institution/program may also apply. Please
note that, however, applicants with a program affiliation will be given priority if we have a greater
number of applications than the limit for each category.

Categories

Please see the conditions for each category below. Hours of studying Japanese includes studying at
primary and secondary school. There is a limit to the maximum number of contestants for each category
from each institution. The limit will be decided and announced by the Organizing Committee based on
the results of an institutional survey conducted each year prior to the limit being set. Please refer to the
website for details on our calculation of institution size and the number of eligible students per institution.

Beginners Intermediate Advanced Open
Japanese spoken
P P None None None No limit
at home
Hours of studying less than less than o
No limit No limit
Japanese 130 hours 260 hours
Time in Japan o
.| 3 months orless | 6 months orless | Less than 1 year | No limit
from the age of six
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10.

11.

12.

Notes:

e All qualifications must be met by the applicants as of March 3, 2023.

e Past winners of the Grand Prize or the First Prize should not participate in the same category in which
the prize was won.

e |earners of Japanese who have experience in teaching Japanese either formally or informally must
apply in the Open Category.

e Those who do not know which category they are eligible for should inquire with the Organizing
Committee by email before they apply.

Regulations

1) Contestants are free to choose the title and subject of their speech. Preferred subjects are those
related to Canada and Japan.

2) Speeches must be written by the contestants.

3) Contestants are allowed to prepare and use cue cards, but they may be penalized if they depend on
these excessively.

4) Speeches must not include the name of the institution to which the contestant belongs.

Speech Length
1) Three minutes in the Beginner category, and four minutes in all other categories.
2) Those who exceed10 seconds over the above limits will be subjected to a penalty.

Evaluation

1) There will be a panel of five judges composed of individuals from varying fields related to Japan.
2) The Organizing Committee is not involved in decision making.

3) The assessment criteria are provided on the homepage.

Certificates and Prizes
The winners in each category will be awarded certificates and prizes.

Participation in the National Japanese Speech Contest:
The first prize winner in each category may be invited to attend the National Japanese Speech Contest,
which will be held at the Japan Foundation, Toronto, on Sunday, March 26, 2023.

Application:
Online Forms (To be made available in January 2023 at https://buna.yorku.ca/ojsc/)

Application Form: Must be filled out by applicants

Reference Form: Must be filled out by the representative of the Japanese institution/program to

which the applicants belong.
Deadline: Reference Form: No later than 5:00 p.m., Monday, February 6, 2023
Application Form: No later than 5:00 p.m., Wednesday, February 8, 2023

Result announcement: Results will be announced by e-mail by Wednesday, February 15, 2023
Notes:

e No Reference Form will be required for those who do not have an affiliation with any Japanese
institution/program. Instead, the organizing committee will conduct an interview either in person or
online within a few days after the application deadline to determine the applicant’s appropriate
category.

e If you do not receive a confirmation email from the Organizing Committee within 48 hours after
submitting your application, please contact the Committee.

Contact

Organizing Committee for the 41st Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
Email: ojsc.committee@gmail.com
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https://buna.yorku.ca/ojsc/

AR - 2385
2023423 /1 4 0 (1) 13:00~19:00
Earth Science Centre (ES1050), University of Toronto, 22 Russell Street, Toronto ON M5S 3B1
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Email: ojsc.committee@gmail.com
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Committee Members & Assistants

Organized by:
The Organizing Committee for the Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
(Department of East Asia Studies, University of Toronto)

Committee Members:
Jotaro Arimori (University of Toronto)
Kumiko Inutsuka (York University)
Sonomi Iwata-Consul (McMaster University)
Ikuko Komuro-Lee (University of Toronto)
Kumiko Kunizane (Renison University College, University of Waterloo)
Akiko Maruoka (Renison University College, University of Waterloo)
Eri Takahashi (York University, Seneca College)
Noriko Yabuki-Soh (York University)
Yukiko Yoshizumi (University of Toronto)
(Alphabetical order)

Assistants:
Mizue Atkinson (Renison University College, University of Waterloo)
Eri Burns (Renison University College, University of Waterloo)

Arianna Carerra (York University)

Marshall Ginsler-Viner (York University alumnus) — MC

Akiko Mitsui (York University)

Miyabi Nowzari, (Seneca College; University of Toronto School of Continuing Studies)
Peter Lee (Individual)

Fumie Shimoda (Renison University College, University of Waterloo)

Jennifer Sun (University of Toronto) - MC

Brian Tin (University of Toronto)

Yasuyo Tomita (OISE/UT; University of Toronto School of Continuing Studies)

Iris Zhuang (University of Toronto)

(Alphabetical order)

Webmaster:
Norio Ota (York University)
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Editor’s Notes

20234E3 H 4 HIC by P RFTBESNZE 41 EIA 2 U AN ARERWRKED A —FH£ %
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MBI DERL DR TR O X VL L B 94, BEEDO T 2, Hlifi~ L= OVAET
VAR NDES A, SREDTHIEHONE S TXWE Ln, FBARUBHEI & U CERUR
WEHBOE < #HFE L T 7EZ o272 TOOE Duo) IZH 0KV EHN-LET,

ZONEEBRALTESIHZET, REOREHROVHNIAENDZ D B RB AN HNITTENTT,
ARENTHT DEENSDEPNZHHE, DEVBEVEHL EFE, REOKSTEEZBHIZ
MWD DEMRLAIZLTEY £9°,

5641 B4 2 ) AN B AGER IR RS
FITEERE Ry vU T

The OJSC Organizing Committee members and | are delighted to present the collection of the award-winning
speeches that were delivered at the 41st Ontario Japanese Speech Contest in University of Toronto on March 4,
2023. The OJSC is the oldest of all the regional Japanese speech contests in Canada and has attracted
numerous learners of Japanese and those who are involved in Japanese language education across Ontario over
40 years.

This year, the contest marked the first time that the event returned in person since the 2020 contest. 28
participants who represented 8 institutions competed in front of a large crowd that was undeterred by the
inclement weather earlier that day. The overall quality of speeches was extremely high, and we could feel the
excitement of participants who were finally able to present their speeches to a live audience after a long hiatus
under COVID. We have also received so many positive comments from the judges, our sponsors, and the
regular audience, which stated how moved they were by the speeches and how impressed they were with all
the effort that was put into their performances. | am certain that all the contestants have also learned so much
from this experience, and that their Japanese proficiency has improved tremendously at the same time.

The committee members and | would like to extend our heartfelt gratitude to the Consulate- General of
Japan and the Japan Foundation, as well as the 16 companies and organizations for their generous support. We
would also like to thank the judges, teacher helpers, and student assistants, for their valuable contributions.
Thanks also for the performances by the Hibiki Duo that added to the event a lovely introduction to Japanese
culture.

We hope that reading these speeches will bring back the fond memories or make you discover something
afresh of the contest. We greatly appreciate your continuous support of this event and look forward to seeing
you again at next year’s contest.

Noriko Yabuki-Soh

Chair
The 415 Organizing Committee for the Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
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