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CONSUL-GENERAL OF JAPAN

77 KING STREET WEST, SUITE 3300, P.O. BOX 10
TORONTO, ONTARIO MK 1A

My words of congratulations go out to the all those involved in this year’s Ontario Japanese Speech
Contest. Leaning a foreign language requires an immense commitment on the part of the learners
themselves, as well as a nurturing environment which comprises, inter alia in this case, efforts of the
organizers, the judges, their teachers and the sponsors. This annual event is a reflection of the

commitment and goodwill of all these stakeholders.

As readers of this compilation of this year's speeches may take note, the contestants often use
words and phrases which are not commonly found in language textbooks. This aspect of their
speeches appears to signify not only their impressive level of commitment but also a holistic approach

they have been encouraged to adopt as they hone their proficiency of Japanese.

I commend the tireless efforts of the Organizing Committee members and the judges for providing
the contestants with an opportunity to apply their Japanese language skills in a setting of competitive
public speaking. I also appreciate the sponsors’ understanding of this annual event’s significance, as

well as their generosity.

I look forward to seeing this contest’s continued positive contributions to the Japan-Canada relations.

Sincerely,

(X3

MATSUNAGA Takeshi

Consul-General of Japan in Toronto
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The 42nd Annual Ontario Japanese Speech Contest

Fa2m Fvx)AHHEERERRRS
Saturday, March 2, 2024, 1:00 p.m. - 5:40 p.m.

Earth Science Centre Building 1050, University of Toronto

% PROGRAM &
MCs: Risa Hatake & Qin Yu
1:00 pm Opening Remarks | Jotaro Arimori, Chair, The Organizing Committee
Consul-General’s Greetings | Mr. Takeshi Matsunaga, Consul General of Japan in Toronto
Introduction of Judges
Explanation of Criteria and .
Procedures for Evaluation Mr. Stephen Kennedy, Chief Judge
1:15 pm Speeches | Beginners Category (15 speeches)
205 pm Reports from the Winners of the | Ifrah Saeed (38" OJSC)
P Shinkikai-Sagamihara City Prize | Arman Ahmed (41 OJSC)
Intermission
2:30 pm Speeches | Intermediate Category (8 speeches)
3:05 pm Introduction of Sponsors
Intermission
3:35 pm Speeches | Advanced Category (6 speeches)
4:05 pm Speeches | Open Category (2 speeches)
4:15 pm Introduction to Japanese Culture | Shamisen, Min’yo, and Taiko Performances by Nagata Shachu
5:00 pm Door Prizes | Jotaro Arimori, Chair, The Organizing Committee
5:10 pm Results and Awards | Mr. Stephen Kennedy, Chief Judge
5:30 pm Closing Remarks | Jotaro Arimori, Chair, The Organizing Committee
Chief Judge:  Mr. Stephen Kennedy (Chief Judge), Barrister & Solicitor
Judges: Mr. Takeshi Enowaki, General Manager, Mitsui & Co. (Canada) Ltd
Mr. Masahiro Matsui, Consul, Consulate-General of Japan in Toronto
Ms. Junko Mifune, MSW, RSW, Counsellor at Japanese Social Services
Dr. Ai Taniguchi, Assistant Professor (Teaching Stream), University of Toronto Mississauga
(Alphabetical order)
Supported by: Consulate-General of Japan in Toronto
The Japan Foundation, Toronto
Sponsored by:

Association of Japanese Canadian

Business and Professionals (Shinki-Kai)

Blue Tree Books
Canon Canada Inc.
City of Sagamihara

Fraser Journal Publishing
GANBARE

IACE Travel Canada Inc.
Japan Communications Inc.

Japan National Tourism Organization (JNTO)

Japanese Canadian Cultural Centre
Mitsui Canada Foundation
Musoshin Ramen

MYNDS Inc.

Panasonic Canada Inc.

ShowFlex International Inc.
TORIJA Inc.

Toyota Canada Inc.

Yamaha Canada Music Ltd.
(Alphabetical order)




Beginners Category /]l

Title

Name

YA RTZARNTT ¥ AEZOND !

Take Chances with Side Quests!

TNTT T T A
Arshiya Alam

, |BOT SR LA VavaTl - TIAT Y
My favorite hobbies Joshua Blyden

3EKiMﬁﬁiT<ﬂt:k! AAF e Fars
What Japanese culture has taught me! Meiky Chong

4 A A EA T2 OB A—Hr - Fv—a
The reason why I want to live in Japan Ethan Demarco

s | Py AI e =
Hope Jasmine Khan

6 AARGEIZ~Z YV 72 ~—HA e J—T )
Studying Japanese is a Marathon Marcus Noble

7%@@% A+ Fa
Embracing Solitude YiQu

FADOARNTIOFHDTT,

My name is Secret.

=Ly ke —LR
Secret Shields

KL DA % % 5
Crossing the Rainbow Bridge

TYUT)L e 2B H—
Ariel Upiter

B0V 77 ) &2IN LT

NEZJL « T A h g ¥

0 Find your own Safari. Javier Van der Westhuizen

" BRIADa—E— ZH Y S e
An Old Gentleman’s Coffee Sterling Wu

12 NEO/NS e —1a— Ty x
The Little Hero on the Playground Aaryn Xie

13| TEREL Tow NF v
Stubbornness, My “Natural Buff” Shuhan Xing

14 BiEdH S DG ThIA K7
Grandma’s Story Atlas Young

| PAEFEORR SN

Adventure in Learning Japanese

Zhe Zou




Intermediate Category H#%

Title

Name

TEEx%%] Z¢&
"Wearing One's Self"

TVLIH e T AR
Alexa Adams

o3 Ve F
Love Shi Cheng
o Z 9 5HWFETE DR
A Thought I Had in Kyoto Zhen Huo
ZOEDS TN DR R
A rapidly changing world Jeff Kaku

ZEE L [N == T VA
Patriotism Dong-Hyun Kim
RIZBATINTZZ & AT e L
What did dog teach me Keying Ren

MBTI (22T

vA Uy

About MBTI Binin Wan
RS 30k, & LTRR ~UA - Fav
History, culture, and exchange Mario Zhang




Advanced Category _L-#%

Title

Name

NAE LN S TR BT

Small magical aspects of life

THoTl e W T 2T 2T —
Akinyele Cafe-Febrissy

BEEEEE N @ AR~ TS ¥ a2y
The Satsuma Hayato: Passing a Legacy into the Future Joshua Dudley
HATOED LBHWE S 72 F D8 JVvVIT Ty Rad
Hating Life in Japan: The Catalyst for My Dream Clelia Dudouit
~F— L ACEH AT A= 7 —
Manners and Self-Actualization Michael Gover

NETH 2+ 5HN&
What Should You Do In Life

A—Hr - TFn—X

Ethan Larose

(Yo 77 o—] ORFEWRE

Views and allies of “young carers”

~A by aAf T
Hei Tung Chloe Shek

Open Category A—7">

Title

Name

Bl — =5
Liquor or Coffee

U ¥ar -l
Wonkyung Lee

FHERE L MosE
Computers and the Gods

TAL v Ay 7w
Tim Logatsang




Supporters and Sponsors

Supported by:
Consulate-General of Japan in Toronto
Department of East Asian Studies, University of Toronto
The Japan Foundation

Sponsored by:
Association of Japanese Canadian Business and Professionals (Shinki-Kai)
Blue Tree Books
Canon Canada Inc.

City of Sagamihara
Fraser Journal Publishing
GANBARE
IACE Travel Canada Inc.
Japan Communications Inc.
Japan National Tourism Organization
Japanese Canadian Cultural Centre
Mitsui Canada Foundation
Musoshin Ramen
MYNDS Inc.

Panasonic Canada Inc.
ShowFlex International Inc.
TORJA Inc.

Toyota Canada Inc.
Yamaha Canada Music Ltd.

(Alphabetical order)



List of the Participating Schools and Programs

Huron University College
The Japan Foundation, Toronto
Japanese Canadian Cultural Centre
McMaster University
Renison University College, University of Waterloo
Toronto Japanese Language School
University of Toronto
University of Western Ontario

York University

(Alphabetical order)



List of the Award Winners of the 42nd Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
42 A 2 ) AN AAGE MRS HE R

ANE
'E{ Awards and Prizes | =B Award Winners Page
£07% Beginners
Friea - AR TE  Shinkikai-Sagamihara City Prize 2% —Y s+ Sterling Wu
Associgtion of'J apanese Canadian Businesses and Western University 10
Professionals & The City of Sagamihara
%5 2L The 2nd Place v—Z7 L ks =L X Secret Shields "
Yamaha Canada Music Ltd. York University
%5 31\ The 3rd Place Yx—+ Y —17 Zhe Zou =
IACE Travel Canada Inc. McMaster University
H#% Intermediate
% 1{if The 1st Place v—+F = ShiCheng 13
Toyota Canada Inc. University of Toronto
% 27 The 2nd Place K>t =3+ %24 Dong-Hyun Kim "
Canon Canada Inc. University of Toronto
%5 3{iL The 3rd Place v A« U Binin Wan s
MYNDS Inc. York University
_E#% Advanced
#EFHE  Grand Prize ~A-hw-Z/nmA =7 HeiTung Chloe Shek 16
Mitsui Canada Foundation York University
% 247 The 2nd Place 7% « 2 217 Joshua Dudley 17
Panasonic Canada Inc. University of Toronto
%5 37 The 3rd Place ~A 7y« I—=7 7 — Michael Gover 8
MYNDS Inc. University of Toronto
A —7 Open
% 147 The Ist Place V4 F a2+ U Wonkyung Lee o
Japan Communications Inc. York University
FeRl B
‘B Awards and Prizes % Category Page
KFRII'E  Special Prize Wk TV« = Aaryn Xie 20
Japanese Canadian Cultural Centre Beginners University of Waterloo
KeRIE  Special Prize % VU7 +7 v RaA  Clelia Dudouit .
Musoshin Ramen Advanced The Japan Foundation, Toronto
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oY AN BARERRAS
Ontario Japanese Speech Contest

TEHE®E Evaluation Criteria

Hr: K% F1% itk F—7
Level: Beginners Intermediate Advanced Open
FPA 52

Evaluation Categories and Criteria:

1. NE (PREWED H D2 EEWVWAH, EIRSEARED)

Content: how creative and interesting it is, and whether the presenter’s opinions are clearly
stated

2. B GEROBRBVPZIRND, £2EoTWVDED)

Organization: whether the argument is both effectively developed and coherent

3. ¥EE (BESELFMNELIN., BRETFHA TRV, FHIRERE 28X TRV

Presentation: whether the speech was presented in communicative and appropriate ways;
whether it was presented without a script being read out; whether the time limit was strictly
kept

4. BEF AWMLV, RFEBZIT TV

Pronunciation: whether the presenter’s pronunciation is easy to understand and does not
prevent the audience from comprehending the content

5. & (RECEENEGIN. STENIE LWVA)

Grammar: whether the presenter is using proper expressions and accurate grammar
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Photographed by Arianna Carerra
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O
J SC The 42nd ONTARIO JAPANESE SPEECH CONTEST
https://buna.yorku.ca/ojsc/

Time & Venue
Saturday, March 2, 2024, 1:00 p.m. — 6:00 p.m.
Earth Science Centre (ES1050), University of Toronto, 22 Russell Street, Toronto ON M5S 3B1

Hosted by:

The Organizing Committee for the Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
(Department of East Asian Studies, University of Toronto)

Supported by:

The Consulate General of Japan

The Japan Foundation

Qualifications

All applicants must:

1) be 18 years of age or older;

2) reside in Ontario (excluding the Ottawa and Kingston areas); and
3) have been studying Japanese as a foreign language.

Notes:

e All contestants must submit their speech to the Organizing Committee by email by 9:00 a.m. one day
before the contest.

e All contestants must register at the reception desk by the predetermined time on the day of the contest.

e All contestants must attend the opening session, session of their category, and closing ceremony.

e If any concerns arise regarding a contestant’s qualifications, the judging committee’s decision will be
final. The Organizing Committee will require the return of awards even after the contest has concluded
if a false application is discovered or a contestant’s performance is later regarded as having been
dishonest.

Program Affiliation

1) Those who study Japanese at multiple institutions must apply from the institution with which they
have been affiliated the longest.

2) Ifthere is a Japanese program in the applicant's present institution that the applicant has not
enrolled in, they must still be screened through that institution.

3) Those who do not have an affiliation with any Japanese institution/program may also apply. Please
note, however, that applicants with a program affiliation will be given priority if we have a greater
number of applications than the limit for each category.

Categories

Please see the conditions for each category below. Hours of studying Japanese includes studying at
primary and secondary school. There is a limit to the maximum number of contestants for each category
from each institution. The limit will be decided and announced by the Organizing Committee based on
the results of an institutional survey conducted each year prior to the limit being set. Please refer to the
website for details on our calculation of institution size and the number of eligible students per institution.

Beginners Intermediate Advanced Open
Japanese spoken
P P None None None No limit
at home
Hours of studying less than less than o
No limit No limit
Japanese 130 hours 260 hours
Time in Japan .
.| 3 months orless | 6 months orless | Less than 1 year | No limit
from the age of six
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10.

11.

12.

Notes:

e All qualifications must be met by the applicants as of March 1, 2024.

e Past winners of the Grand Prize or the First Prize should not participate in the same category in which
the prize was won.

e Learners of Japanese who have experience in teaching Japanese either formally or informally must
apply in the Open Category.

e Those who do not know which category they are eligible for should inquire with the Organizing
Committee by email before they apply.

Regulations

1) Contestants are free to choose the title and subject of their speech. Preferred subjects are those
related to Canada and Japan.

2) Speeches must be written by the contestants.

3) Contestants are allowed to prepare and use cue cards, but they may be penalized if they depend on
these excessively.

4) Speeches must not include the name of the institution to which the contestant belongs.

Speech Length
1) Three minutes in the Beginner category, and four minutes in all other categories.
2) Those who exceed10 seconds over the above limits will be subjected to a penalty.

Evaluation

1) There will be a panel of five judges composed of individuals from varying fields related to Japan.
2) The Organizing Committee is not involved in decision making.

3) The assessment criteria are provided on the homepage.

Certificates and Prizes
The winners in each category will be awarded certificates and prizes.

Participation in the National Japanese Speech Contest:
The first prize winner in each category may be invited to attend the National Japanese Speech Contest,
which will be held at the Embassy of Japan in Ottawa, on Sunday, March 24, 2024.

Application:
Online Forms (To be made available in January 2024 at https://buna.yorku.ca/ojsc/)

Application Form: Must be filled out by applicants

Reference Form: Must be filled out by the representative of the Japanese institution/program to

which the applicants belong.
Deadline: Reference Form: No later than 5:00 p.m., Monday, February 5, 2024
Application Form: No later than 5:00 p.m., Wednesday, February 7, 2024

Result announcement: Results will be announced by e-mail by Wednesday, February 14, 2024
Notes:

e No Reference Form will be required for those who do not have an affiliation with any Japanese
institution/program. Instead, the organizing committee will conduct an interview either in person or
online within a few days after the application deadline to determine the applicant’s appropriate
category.

e If you do not receive a confirmation email from the Organizing Committee within 48 hours after
submitting your application, please contact the Committee.

Contact

Organizing Committee for the 42nd Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
Email: ojsc.committee@gmail.com
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https://buna. yorku. ca/ojsc/

BEf - &5
20243 A28 (x) 13:00~18:00
Earth Science Centre (ES1050), University of Toronto, 22 Russell Street, Toronto ON M5S 3B1

& AUV AMBERERFBASEITREER (FOV FAFET STHER)
g fErOYFEAERESE EEXGRES

WEER LUTOIRTOEHZEH-IT &)

D 18FUETHAHZ L

2) AR VAMICHEET SE (FFTHRZERRC)
3 BAFZENEREELLTFEROE

*  HHEEX., REFAFHMIBFECTICHEEDT U IL— b 2AVWTRE—FREBZER L. ETEA
RETITEMT B, FHMEIRVV—ZVTREBHD A —ILESRO &,

*  HIGHEF., RK&LH, BEOREETICEREFFTES &,

*  HIBEFFEARK. HIBHM. REKXITBSMT I LZRHRET D,

*  HIFERITOVWTREVNE LGS, RITRERVRAELHBOAETZRET 5. AERICER
DRFEFLFTEAER LGS EFEDHEICOVTHLRET 5,

A E RS

1) BHEOHETHAEZFELTLIEEE. RIIBEARWVNES ORBEASDHENHEED D,

2) BAEI—RZEEBRTHEVEEEDL. BT SXBEHRBICEXRE IOV S LAHLBRETTDOH
FATOREZEZRT, EHELCDREF LT S,

3) FEHEDLGTVEDLHELAIGRTHD. EL. BHEZHROGRIFTEEEOEEDHLEEE
£I Do

i 15 58 P

ERAELUTORRESHT S L, BAEFZFERMICEW TR, 9% - PELEHREF TOFEE
HELENHDS, 6. BEZEOEHBFANOHBEERE S TVHISERRICELRAHY . T0HITE
BITHONSHBEREICL EDEXREETEERNREL. SHEBICENT 5, HEADRKRLHIGE
BOBEHAEFHR—LR—UZESEOI &,

) e E® Ea—1
ZERTO
75 b Fr <
BABEEDHE sl sl L i
A ARFEF B i wogﬁ* moﬁﬁ* &IRR%E L HIR A L
BAEEEE
(SEESH L) TRUT | 67 AUT FRG | HBAEL

¥ ARRUHSERORBEE. 2024 F3 A1 ABRZEELT S,
* BERICETAIHBFEREER. RUVEHMATOE1HMAEEGE, R—EMANDOHZEZEDHEL,

27


https://buna.yorku.ca/ojsc/

6.

10.

11.

12.
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Committee Members & Assistants

Organized by:
The Organizing Committee for the Ontario Japanese Speech Contest

Committee Members:

Jotaro Arimori (University of Toronto)

Kumiko Inutsuka (York University)

Sonomi Iwata-Consul (McMaster University)

Akiko Maruoka (Renison University College, University of Waterloo)
Eri Takahashi (York University; Seneca Polytechnic)

Noriko Yabuki-Soh (York University)

Yukiko Yoshizumi (University of Toronto)

Assistants:

Mizue Atkinson (Renison University College, University of Waterloo)
Eri Burns (Renison University College, University of Waterloo)
Arianna Carerra (York University)

Giovanni Di Mauro (York University)

Letian Guo (University of Toronto)

Risa Hatake (York University) - MC

Chenyuan (Peter) Jin (University of Toronto)

Ikuko Komuro-Lee (University of Toronto)

Kumiko Kunizane (University of Waterloo)

Akiko Mitsui (York University)

Fumie Shimoda (Renison University College, University of Waterloo)

(Alphabetical order)

Yasuyo Tomita (OISE/UT; University of Toronto School of Continuing Studies)

Qin Yu (University of Toronto) — MC

Webmaster:
Norio Ota (York University)

(Alphabetical order)
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The 42nd Annual Ontario Japanese Speech Contest took place on March 2nd at the University of Toronto,
with 29 participants from 8 Japanese programs and 2 independent learners across the province. This
contest not only provided a platform for showcasing their learning achievements but also aimed to
support their future learning endeavors. According to the post-contest survey, many participants
expressed that their usable expressions had increased, pronunciation had improved, and they gained
confidence in speaking, indicating that this experience significantly contributed to their progress in
Japanese.

The themes of this year's speeches were diverse. The winner of the grand prize, Hei Tung Chloe
Shek, discussed issues surrounding young caregivers, while others addressed topics rarely discussed in
Japanese language classrooms, such as sexual minorities, dementia, and ethnic minorities, from various
perspectives, including those of the stakeholders. This highlights how the speech contest serves not only
as a platform to compete in language proficiency but also as a space to discuss topics that are seldom
touched upon in in-class conversation, thereby enhancing language practice.

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to everyone who supported and contributed to the
success of this event. Special thanks to the supporters, sponsors, and the performers from the Nagata
Shachu who enlivened the contest with their impressive performances. Additionally, | want to extend my
appreciation to the judges who carefully listened to each speech and conducted fair evaluations, as well as
to the Japanese teachers and students who assisted in the organization of the event.

Jotaro Arimori
Chair, The Organizing Committee for the 42"@ Annual Ontario Japanese Speech Contest

30



ﬁhe 42nd Ontario Japanese Speech Contest — A Collection of the Award Winning Speeches \
(FazmlA 2 ) AMBAREFH/ASAEE 2 —TFE)

>I=]

The Organizing Committee for the Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
(FUB VA MNBRERBRERITEESR

April 2024

© The 42nd Organizing Committee for the Ontario Japanese Speech Contest, Published in Toronto, Canada

Contact

The Organizing Committee for the Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
c/o Department of East Asian Studies

University of Toronto

130 St. George Street, Room 14080

Toronto, Ontario CANADA M5S 3H1
URL: http://buna.arts.yorku.ca/ojsc/ l
Qnail: ojsc.committee@gmail.com /




