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CONSUL-GENERAL OF JAPAN

77 KING STREET WEST, SUITE 3300, 1%.0. BOX 10

TORONTO, ONTARIO M5K TA1

In recent years, the foreign language learning landscape is changing quite
significantly in many ways, for example with the advent of new self-study tools driven by
emerging technologies. My recent conversations with a number of foreign language
educators underlined this shift. Many language teachers are trying to further improve their
teaching methods and teaching styles to better suit these new trends.

At the same time, this contest reminded me of the important aspects of language
learning. Contestants' personal stories underline the irreplaceable value of face-to-face
classes or, more broadly, interpersonal exchanges in the winding process of language
learning. Even a chance encounter with someone you meet for the first time or an
unexpected conversation with an acquaintance is often the turning point in language
learning. Reviewing once again the prize-winning contestants' speeches, | also felt that
their personal experiences and face-to-face communication inside and outside their
classrooms have nurtured an understanding of nuance, fostered empathy, and allowed
for the kind of spontaneous connections that digital tools alone cannot provide.

| hope that your future studies will be full of surprises, self-discoveries and successes
as you go through the continuing process of learning Japanese.

Sincerely,
MATSUNAGA Takeshi

Consul-General of Japan in Toronto
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The 43rd Ontario Japanese Speech Contest

43\ A # U AN B ARFBRBARAS
Saturday, March 1, 2025, 12:30 p.m.-5:15 p.m.

Innis Town Hall (IN112), Innis College, 2 Sussex Avenue, Toronto

% PROGRAM &
MCs: Kennie Armet & Koji Hartley
12:30 pm Opening Remarks | Yukiko Yoshizumi, Chair, The Organizing Committee
Consul-General’s Greetings | Mr. Takeshi Matsunaga, Consul General of Japan in Toronto
Introduction of Judges
Explanation of Criteria a}nd Ms. Barbara Carer, Chief Judge
Procedures for Evaluation
12:45 pm Speeches | Beginners Category (13 speeches)
1:30 om Reports from the Winners of the | Sterling Wu (42" OJSC)
oUP Shinkikai-Sagamihara City Prize | Domenica Guevara (39" OJSC)
Intermission
1:55 pm Speeches | Intermediate Category (10 speeches)
2:40 pm Introduction of Sponsors
Intermission
3:05 pm Speeches | Advanced Category (8 speeches)
3:40 pm Speeches | Open Category (3 speeches)
3:55 pm Introduction to Japanese Culture | Kyudo Performance by Seikyu Kai
4:35 pm Door Prizes | Yukiko Yoshizumi, Chair, The Organizing Committee
4:50 pm Results and Awards | Ms. Barbara Carter, Chief Judge
5:10 pm Closing Remarks | Yukiko Yoshizumi, Chair, The Organizing Committee
Chief Judge: Ms. Barbara Carter, Project Lead, People Consultants-Research, University Health Network
Judges: Mr. Takeshi Enowaki, General Manager, Mitsui & Co. (Canada) Ltd
Mr. Tomohiro Ota, Consul, Consulate-General of Japan in Toronto
Dr. Yukari Seko, Associate Professor, School of Professional Communication, Toronto Metropolitan University
Ms. Yoko Tanaka van Veen, Interpreter and Translator (Alphabetical order)
Supported by:  Consulate-General of Japan in Toronto
Department of East Asian Studies, University of Toronto
The Japan Foundation, Toronto
Sponsored by:

Association of Japanese Canadian
Business and Professionals (Shinki-Kai)

Blue Tree Books

Canon Canada Inc.

City of Sagamihara

Fraser Journal Publishing

Japanese Canadian Cultural Centre
Mitsui Canada Foundation
Musoshin Ramen

MYNDS Inc.

Panasonic Canada Inc.

ShowFlex International Inc.

GANBARE TORIJA Inc.
IACE Travel Canada Inc. Toyota Canada Inc.
Japan Communications Inc. Yamaha Canada Music Ltd.

Japan National Tourism Organization (JNTO) (Alphabetical order)



Beginners Category #ik

Title Name
L h gAMLYV
: Music of the Heart Kaitlynn Ellison
FOF v 32 EFL JVT XTI
? A Blank Canvas and Me Claire Gibson
H oy D7 & T TAYF YT« T7
’ Listen to Your Inner Voice Isaac Hua
FCERE G2 T izbD TIY— -+ FLh
* What gave me courage Minjee Emily Kim
AALFLDERY 2o A
: My Connection with Japan Yoonseo Lee
EPNE L IDI DT LT Fag b b=
° Universal Language Kyeongrim Moon
Fo 25 L OABRDELIICBAZ L EREZ o a<nik | 7 -7V
’ How Fermented Foods Inspired Me to Learn Japanese Zara Motevalli
BEiciEsELE Vv ) —
i The Beauty in Impermanence Jimin Noh
A—b—ORHR LT 4 N— FRE ST ACKFTIAT
’ Coffee Stains and Debate Tournaments Jayden (Nyx) O'Brien
EpH =F 4 RNV Ry RNTUENL B Y
10 Snowy Day Nidhi Payathuparambil Vijayakumar
N NS 2 TLyZAH—ay
" The Study of Math, Music, and Mistakes Alex Sarkozi
AARICATE 20 Ta—HreRa=y
2 I want to go to Japan Jordan Scolnik
" Mo T2 Ax BBAES T2 RO AA Fx—U—+Fav

How the people I met shaped my view of Japan

Jinghang Zhang




Intermediate Category '

Title Name
X ]~ BT DB DFHE TIV— LA
love letter to Fukuoka Emilee Clayton
BELER Vav e hrvELY
? Words and Music John Considine
HDONL—T N—=TA A =T —
’ Negative Loop Lucas Corriveau
A HARDER UL LD IAFE A =Py F~v—a
The coexistence of Japan’s modern culture and traditions Ethan Demarco
TE NIy F—F—LDHEN N7 Ty
: The Shrimp Truck Owner Bella Huang
FEWI A I FLDILEERE eV IERY
¢ Collecting Mania... Treasure or Waste? Cheuk Yen (Cheryl) Leung
= LR—L A Fay
’ Rubber Ball YiQu
RO A AFEEE Ot Avay -y <T
’ My Journey of Learning Japanese Esho Shamana
BENE RO ET~DfR TLY T 4T
’ Omakase: A Journey of Art on the Palate Teresa Tian
TIA R AZ—=Y T
0 Pride Sterling Wu




Advanced Category Lk

Title Name
HAGED /N b Ig9a.-b—r
: Passing The Torch Miyoko Bean
BiXo - - - TA Ty FxI— ARV
? What is “Good Hair”? Ava-karie Hislop
HTHD D D EWEE DR
’ The Noisy Grass of May Zhen Huo
s LTOREFEE Yal—-+ T4
* My Female Identity through Languages Jolie Lam
KIZH =iz fa VR=— AT
: A Fish Returns to Water Sydney Pinkalla
W< T, Eo T, EEL NREZT - FeIT AL T 7L
° so Apart, so Different, yet so Close. Parnia Rahimian Parvar
RN NCEEEHITNE TY)xT—)L T
’ Is Ability Really All That Matters? Jialin (Ariel) Wang
AU N7 Z—nbDORA TAT T x
i Breaking Free from Meritocracy Tina Zhang
Open Category # —7>
Title Name
BRETAT T AT A P hyeFUF
: Language and Identity Satoshi Kiwaki
kM EOIEHE tY—r - T A
? A Bird of a Different Feather Celine Qiao Ru Lum
YDA Y T T VAEFERT A
At the Crossroads of Cultures Yuna Wong

Organized by:
The Organizing Committee for the Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
Department of East Asian Studies, University of Toronto

Committee Members (Alphabetical order):
Jotaro Arimori (University of Toronto)
Kumiko Inutsuka (York University)
Akiko Maruoka (Renison University College, University of Waterloo)
Eri Takahashi (York University)
Noriko Yabuki-Soh (York University)
Yukiko Yoshizumi (University of Toronto)
Yanjun Zhang (Huron University)



Supporters and Sponsors

Supported by:
Consulate-General of Japan in Toronto

The Japan Foundation

Sponsored by:
Association of Japanese Canadian Businesses and Professionals
Blue Tree Books
Canon Canada Inc.

City of Sagamihara
Fraser Journal Publishing
GANBARE
IACE Travel Canada Inc.
Japan Communications Inc.
Japan National Tourism Organization
Japanese Canadian Cultural Centre
Mitsui Canada Foundation
Musoshin Ramen
MYNDS Inc.

Panasonic Canada Inc.
ShowFlex International Inc.
TORJA Inc.

Toyota Canada Inc.

Yamaha Canada Music Ltd.

(Alphabetical order)



List of the Participating Schools and Programs

Huron University
The Japan Foundation, Toronto
Japanese Canadian Cultural Centre
McMaster University
Renison University College, University of Waterloo
Toronto Japanese Language School
University of Toronto

York University

(Alphabetical order)



List of the Award Winners of the 43rd Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
FEREFRIFNBREFRARAEZEE—

il

. Awards % E# Award Winners
%% Beginners
S 1{7  The 1st Place T Ly AW —aY  Alex Sarkozi
Toyota Canada Inc. York University
% 2{7  The 2nd Place 74 ~U ¥« VU Y Kaitlynn Ellison
Yamaha Canada Music Ltd. Toronto Japanese Language School
% 37 The 3rd Place XU L A—2 Kyeongrim Kim
IACE Travel Canada Inc. Huron University

Hi#% Intermediate

{4 « MR E  Shinkikai-Sagamihara City Prize
Association of Japanese Canadian Businesses and
Professionals & The City of Sagamihara

=z Y- VU =av  Cheuk Yen (Cheryl) Leung

York University

28 2 {7 The 2nd Place
Canon Canada Inc.

AL —VY 7«7 Sterling Wu
Huron University

28 3{z The 3rd Place
MYNDS Inc.

A4+ av % ~7F EshoShamana
McMaster University

E#% Advanced

ixt¥F5E Grand Prize
Mitsui Canada Foundation

TA U7 « % —- k&A1 Ava-karie Hislop
York University

28 2 {7 The 2nd Place
Panasonic Canada Inc.

7 47F + % Tina Zhang
Huron University

28 3{z The 3rd Place

valy—-+F A Jolie Lam

Blue Tree Books The Japan Foundation, Toronto
A —72 Open
% 17 The 1st Place 2« 7427  Yuna Wong
Japan Communications Inc. York University
R E

B Awards #% Category =B Award Winners
FEE  Special Prize RN 7 LT « ¥7 Y Claire Gibson
Consulate-General of Japan in Toronto & . . .
Roy Thomson Hall Beginners York University
¥EWIE Special Prize Hhl T LY -7 7 Teresa Tian
Musoshin Ramen Intermediate | Renison University College, University of Waterloo
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o2 Y AN BARERRAS
Ontario Japanese Speech Contest

TEHE®E Evaluation Criteria

Hr: K% F1% itk F—7
Level: Beginners Intermediate Advanced Open
FRA 52

Evaluation Categories and Criteria:

1. NE (PREWEDH D2 EEWVWAH, EIRSEARED)

Content: how creative and interesting it is, and whether the presenter’s opinions are clearly
stated

2. B GEROBRBGZIRND, £2EoTWVDED)

Organization: whether the argument is both effectively developed and coherent

3. BEE (BESELFNEEIN., BRETFEA TRV, FHIRERE 28X TRV

Presentation: whether the speech was presented in communicative and appropriate ways;
whether it was presented without a script being read out; whether the time limit was strictly
kept

4. BEF (AWML V, RFEB LT TV

Pronunciation: whether the presenter’s pronunciation is easy to understand and does not
prevent the audience from comprehending the content

5. & (RECEENEGN, STENIE LWVA)

Grammar: whether the presenter is using proper expressions and accurate grammar
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1.

Time & Venue
Saturday, March 1, 2025, 1:00 p.m. — 6:00 p.m.
Innis Town Hall (IN112), Innis College, University of Toronto, 2 Sussex Avenue, Toronto ON M5S 1J5

Hosted by:

The Organizing Committee for the Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
(Department of East Asian Studies, University of Toronto)

Supported by:

The Consulate General of Japan

Department of East Asian Studies, University of Toronto

The Japan Foundation

Qualifications
All applicants must:

1) be 18 years of age or older;

2) reside in Ontario (excluding the Ottawa and Kingston areas); and
3) have been studying Japanese as a foreign language.

Notes:

e All contestants must submit their speech to the Organizing Committee by email by 9:00 a.m. one
day before the contest. Please refer to the email with the screening results for further details.

e All contestants must register at the reception desk by the predetermined time on the day of the
contest.

e All contestants must attend the opening session, session of their category, and closing ceremony.
e If any concerns arise regarding a contestant’s qualifications, the judging committee’s decision will
be final. The Organizing Committee will require the return of awards even after the contest has
concluded if a false application is discovered or a contestant’s performance is later regarded as

having been dishonest.

Program Affiliation

1) Those who study Japanese at multiple institutions must apply from the institution with which they
have been affiliated the longest.

2) Ifthere is a Japanese program in the applicant's present institution that the applicant has not
enrolled in, they must still be screened through that institution.

3) Those who do not have an affiliation with any Japanese institution/program may also apply. Please
note, however, that applicants with a program affiliation will be given priority if we have a greater
number of applications than the limit for each category.

Categories
Please see the conditions for each category below. Hours of studying Japanese includes studying at
primary and secondary school.

Beginners Intermediate Advanced Open
Japanese spoken o
None None None No limit
at home
Hours of studying | less than less than L
No limit No limit
Japanese 130 hours 260 hours
Time in Japan -
) 3 months or less | 6 months or less | Less than 1 year | No limit
from the age of six
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10.

11.

12.

Notes:

e All qualifications must be met by the applicants as of February 28, 2025.

e Past winners of the Grand Prize or the First Prize should not participate in the same category in
which the prize was won.

e |earners of Japanese who have experience in teaching Japanese either formally or informally
must apply in the Open Category.

e Those who do not know which category they are eligible for should inquire with the Organizing
Committee by email before they apply.

Number of Participants per Institution
Regardless of the program size at each institution, the number of participants is limited to a maximum of

3 per category, with an overall limit of 10 participants.

Regulations

1) Contestants are free to choose the title and subject of their speech. Preferred subjects are those
related to Canada and Japan.

2) Speeches must be written by the contestants. It must be written by the participants themselves and
be an original, unpublished work in both title and content.

3) Contestants are allowed to prepare and use cue cards, but they may be penalized if they depend on

these excessively.
4) Speeches must not include the name of the institution to which the contestant belongs.

Speech Length
1) Three minutes in the Beginner category, and four minutes in all other categories.
2) Those who exceed 10 seconds over the above limits will be subjected to a penalty.

Evaluation
1) There will be a panel of five judges composed of individuals from varying fields related to Japan.

2) The Organizing Committee is not involved in decision making.
3) The assessment criteria are provided on the homepage.

Certificates and Prizes
The winners in each category will be awarded certificates and prizes.

Participation in the National Japanese Speech Contest:
The first prize winner in each category may be invited to attend the National Japanese Speech Contest,
which will be held at York University in Toronto, on Sunday, March 30, 2025.

Application:
Online Forms (To be made available in January 2025 at https://buna.yorku.ca/ojsc/)
Referee's Form: Must be filled out by the representative of the Japanese institution/program to
which the applicants belong to.
Application Form: Must be filled out by applicants

Deadline: Referee's Form: No later than 5:00 p.m., Monday, February 3, 2025

Application Form: No later than 5:00 p.m., Wednesday, February 5, 2025
Result announcement: Results will be announced by e-mail by Wednesday, February 12, 2025
Notes:

e No Reference Form will be required for those who do not have an affiliation with any Japanese
institution/program. Instead, the organizing committee will conduct an interview either in person
or online within a few days after the application deadline to determine the applicant’s appropriate
category.

e If you do not receive a confirmation email from the Organizing Committee within 48 hours after
submitting your application, please contact the Committee.

13. Contact

Organizing Committee for the 43rd Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
Email: ojsc.committee@gmail.com
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1.

6.

C\)JSC

B8 - 235

2025 £3 A 18 (L) 13:00~18:00

FA3EA YY) FMNBAEAESR

https://buna.yorku.ca/ojsc/

AR FEEE

Innis Town Hall (IN112), Innis College, University of Toronto, 2 Sussex Avenue, Toronto ON M5S 1J5

FE AP VAMNBEREABALRITERS

W’ ZErorFERERARHE. boY FRERT7IVTHAFH., BRXRESE

SEER UTOITRTOERBLE-T L)

1) 18FMULETHBZ L

2) AT UAMICEETBE (45 THEERL)
3) BAELIEZELL TEZ PnHE

x HIRER., ALHBFHIBEITICHEENDT > TL— b 2AVWTRAE-—FRiELERL. ETER
LB TIRENT 2, HMIR I — = THRERBROA—ILEERBOZ Y,
HiBE X, KEYUH, BEOREI TICEZEEITS 2 L,

35 ISR, dBEMMA. REKXIBMT S L 2miRL ¥ 5,

HIBBERIOWTREBRISELLIBGER. RTZASYTAELHBOTTERET 5. RERICER

NHFELLRITESRELLIBERENHEIOVWTHRET 5,

PR AR

1) FEBOMETEARZELEFE L TV 515481, B> REVIES DB SN HIBO A 23R 5,
2) BERZBI-RE2BERITLVEEEDL. BT AHEMBICBARE 075 L5H 5158 T OMEA

THOREER T, FAEMEA»rSORB LT 5,

3) FIRMENLRWENRBLTETHS. L. REESBNBEIFIBHEANKEROHIELEET

3,
HIZER P
BBFALOUTORH2ERT 52, BXRAEBFERFMICEVWTE., %F - PEHEMEAETHOFERM
LEDH 5,
AR PR LR -7
FEATH
7o 1> e Ni:
O ASEiEE A& e L 2 L 2 L NG|
BAZEZ B 130 BERAKSHE | 260 BERIKH $IFR% L HIFR% L
B 2 2 KA 3, AMT | 67 AMT | 1&%% | #IB%L

(FERAAIE)

* ¥ ¥

M 2 o HIBHEEK

ARSHIBERNAZEIL, 2025 F 2 A 28 AR ERHEL T 5,
BEICBIT2BEFTESEE, RULRBMATOE | IANEE L, B—HANOHIBERDHR,
BECAARELRABREET2EIZ. A —T>BMAICHOAEMERD S,

HIBTREL PO TE R VWA, B LADMICKERITZERESITHRIVWEhLE S 2 L,

BB TS LBEICEALL Y, HIBEITBMMALRIZ3 L. 2RO LRIZ10Z2T 3,

27



https://buna.yorku.ca/ojsc/

7. AE—FOBERUATE
1) BLIIABELDY, ABRRBALSHDOBETAHFTTLEEEBYAD I LHEZ LV,
2) BTEAVEVELNOTHY., BEZ  ABLDLICEKXEEZNLOTH 3,
3) Fa—A—-FEARRD S, FANEEVICL > TRERNONRLT S,
4) FRABEMEAZE*AE—FnHhICBRYATILRV,

8. i FREF R
1) MBOEIE 3 DM, TOMHEOEMIZ 4oL T 5,
2) HIFREFEZ 10U LEBBLIBEIIRANONRYE R S,

9. EE
1) BROEBRBREZ S LICL-> TIN5,
2) ALEFTZELRERICIEAS LAV,
3) BEEEIIODVWTRARER—LR—-VEBRBNZ L,

10 ERBLVESR
BEMADODNEEICRERBLUVESRI RS IN S,

11. 2B K&~ HIgH
BHIBWMN 1 MANEHIZ 202538308 (A) 123—2K% (Farb) TIFpNi2EAE~NDOS
BERLEB LML H 5,

12. KRB H &
>S54 >#HiAT7 + — 4 (https://buna.yorku.ca/ojsc/: 2025 & 1 B ABF E)
DOHEER (LIBEFLEVFBT IHENBERE T IS LOREENEI LOTEN)
Q 4HmER (LBHFLEEERAIEN)
Y cHEHEM:2025F2A38 (A) %51 (BFRERS)
HiBHEA: 2025 F2 A5 B (K) F4#4 58§ (FFRIESP)
fERREEZ 28128 (K) FTICA—ILITTA
* FABEMEANZ WHISHFEZFCEAL TR, #HBERA 7+ —LNRANISBLR VWY, RITERELHL
ASHARREBAUAICHE T AIIA >S4 >THA > I E2—%4T5,
¥ D, @ovTht, EEAURNICETEESLYZTRYERDN A —ILORVBERTROM
AhthI THEHELNZ L,

13. BWahtik
FBELFCI)AMNBERERBAESEITEES

Email: ojsc.committee@gmail.com
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Committee Members & Assistants

Organized by:
The Organizing Committee for the Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
Department of East Asia Studies, University of Toronto

Committee Members:
Jotaro Arimori (University of Toronto)
Kumiko Inutsuka (York University)
Akiko Maruoka (Renison University College, University of Waterloo)
Eri Takahashi (York University)
Noriko Yabuki-Soh (York University)
Yukiko Yoshizumi (University of Toronto)
Yanjun Zhang (Huron University)
(Alphabetical order)
Assistant:
Kennie Armet (York University) — MC
Mizue Atkinson (Renison University College, University of Waterloo)
Eri Burns (Renison University College, University of Waterloo)
Robby Chen (University of Toronto)
Giovanni Di Mauro (York University)
Koji Hartley (University of Toronto) — MC
Kumiko Kitai (Japanese Canadian Cultural Centre)
Ikuko Komuro-Lee (University of Toronto)
Kumiko Kunizane (University of Waterloo)
Yi Li (University of Toronto)
Akiko Mitsui (York University)
Airi Ogata (Japanese Canadian Cultural Centre)
Fumie Shimoda (Renison University College, University of Waterloo)
Binying Wang (York University)
(Alphabetical order)
Webmaster:
Norio Ota (York University)

Social Media Support:
Kozumi Miya-Woolford
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The 43rd Ontario Japanese Speech Contest was held on March 1, 2025, at Innis Town Hall, University
of Toronto. We were fortunate to have beautiful, spring-like weather on the day of the event. Thanks
to the efforts and support of many, the contest was a success, and the OJSC Organizing Committee is
pleased to present this collection of speeches once again.

This annual contest is a meaningful event that brings together Japanese language learners and
educators from across Ontario. For learners, it is a rare opportunity to share the results of their
dedicated study and gain confidence through real-world language use. This year, 34 participants took
part, with an encouraging increase in the intermediate and advanced categories—reflecting a
continued commitment to studying Japanese. Each speech was rich in content and expression. At
times, I found myself laughing out loud; at other times, nodding in agreement. Some speeches stood
out for their honest reflections on personal experiences—sharing the importance of accepting oneself,
living authentically, and not being swayed by others’ opinions. It was deeply moving to hear such
thoughts conveyed in the learners” own words, with sincerity and courage. All the speakers delivered
their messages with passion, and each left a lasting impression.

We sincerely appreciate the generous support and cooperation we received in organizing
this event, particularly from the Consulate-General of Japan in Toronto, the Japan Foundation,
our sponsors, and the JCCC Seikyu Kai. We also thank the judges for their careful evaluation and
the teachers and students who helped with the event. This collection reflects the passion and
dedication of the participants, and we hope you enjoy it. We look forward to your participation in
the next contest.

Yukiko Yoshizumi
Chair
The 43" Organizing Committee for the Ontario Japanese Speech Contest
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